
v i s i b i l i t yv i s i b i l i t y
T H E  M A G A Z I N E  O F  N . E . L I N C S  C I T Y  C H U R C HT H E  M A G A Z I N E  O F  N . E . L I N C S  C I T Y  C H U R C H

O C T O B E R  2 0 0 8

1st November until 18th November are the official dates for the
Grimsby warehouse to begin the exciting task of collecting and
checking thousands of shoeboxes from all over Lincolnshire.
If you have never been to the warehouse, why not come along this
year to help?
Work has been going on all year – knitting, sewing, gathering toys,
buying at car boot sales etc. Jayne Burchell has been doing a
wonderful job reminding us each month of how little it costs to find
treasures to put in the boxes. If you don’t want to fill a box then
bring gifts or donate and we will buy presents. When you are
shopping could you put a few extras in your trolley?

This year your boxes will go to Romania, Serbia and Kyrgyzstan.
We have empty boxes if you need them and filler ideas or you could
look on the web site where there is a video and lots of information

www.samaritanspurse.uk.com/occ

P.S. Want to see a good use for snails? Go on the website and
look in the gifts that change lives catalogue!!

CHRISTMAS CHILD
OPERATION

Prayer

Pakistan
"I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world
you will have trouble.  But take heart! I have overcome the world." John 16:33

PLEASE PRAY in this very difficult time, the political situation in Pakistan
remains very unstable.  Also all those living and working in Muslim countries
need very special prayer cover during these Ramadan days Sept 1 - 30.  EVERY
day belongs to our Lord!
Pray!  On every day of this month may His plans reign and may every plan
of wickedness thought out for these days fall to the ground.

UPDATE POLITICAL SITUATION
The economy has taken a further battering with the Pakistani rupee falling
to an all time low while food and fuel prices have risen sharply.

UPDATE PAKISTAN TEAM
PLEASE PRAY that the continuing series of threat letters will cease.
Pray especially against the spirit of fear and intimidation:
"Now, Lord consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word
with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous
signs and wonders through the Name of your Holy Servant..." Acts 4,29
A couple of our team members received a threat to give up their Christian
faith or face the consequences.  One is safely out of the country, please pray
for safety for the other one.

A team member needs to make an important decision this week, please pray
for wisdom and guidance for him.

The situation in our city continues to slide downhill.  Please pray that the
Taliban will not have their way here.  Please pray for the political situation
also.  Many workers are stressed due to the security situation. Pray for them
to find the eye of the storm, may God grant them the peace that passes
understanding, the peace that does not come from this world.

Vision for Asia team, Pakistan

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE HAS
COME FROM PASTOR HASHMAT
 
We still need your prayer support as
today,  one of our pastors came to
see me and showed me a text
message, he had received on 9th
September 08. He is serving God in
the North West Frontier Region of Pakistan (Tribal Area) and received a text
message on his mobile in which an extremist group threatened him, to stop
his preaching activities in the area. The English translation of the message is
following: "You are preaching Gospel in the tribal area . It is last warning for
you, otherwise the coming Sunday will be the last day of your life." (which
is 14th September, 08.)

1. PRAY FOR THE PROTECTION AND ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE PASTOR

2. PRAY FOR THE RECENT SITUATION OF THE TRIBAL AREA. Because as
American attacks are increasing in the tribal belt extremist groups now started
threatening Christians in areas. As in month of September American US troops
attacked five times and killed 57 people.
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available from the office

1.5 MILLION DID ALPHA IN 2007

ALPHA Course begins Tuesday 30th September 7.30pm 257 Freeman Street.

Daytime ALPHA Course begins Friday 3rd October 9.30am New Life Centre

Billboards all over UK this September
More than one and a half million people
completed Alpha around the world in 2007 -
 a 15 per cent increase on the previous year.
This is the finding of Christian Research, the
independent organisation which monitors Alpha
figures, in a new report released in May. The
report also found:
10 million people have now completed Alpha

worldwide since 1993.
The encouraging statistics came as UK churches
prepare for this September’s eleventh annual
Alpha Invitation - a national advertising
campaign backed by thousands of local events
inviting the nation to Alpha.
Christian Research announced in February that
192,000 people did Alpha in the UK in 2007.

Be a Light
Spreader

ALTERNATIVE TO HALLOWEEN
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ArtyTypes will no longer meet every week, but will
instead put on regular events throughout the year,
in addition, we will publish opportunities for
individuals to get involved and use their artistic
talents.

We will be running our Digital Camera course starting
on Monday Oct 6th 7-9pm for 5 weeks -  we'd like
to encourage you to come along with your non-
church friends and family too - places are limited,
so please let us know as soon as possible who'll be
attending.

Towards Christmas we'll be running a card making
class, again encourage your friends to attend - date
to be announced.

February 2009, Steve Beckett & Simon Cross will

be running a Comic Workshop.

If you're a Facebook user, check out our ArtyTypes

group - become a member and encourage your

Christian artist friends to join too - we'd love to be

able to be in contact with arty minded people from

across the globe.

Finally, we'd like to put on an Art Exhibition to link

in with next year's World Connections event, the

theme will be, "World Connections", please talk to

us if you have ideas and suggestions or would like

to submit your own artwork.

Following a recent values survey across City Church it became clear that: With
the empowering of God's Holy Spirit we endeavour to be people of, worship,
prayer and biblical understanding. Who are fully mobilised, serving in evangelism
and World Mission from a foundation of strong relationships

So what does it mean for me, to live in line with our values?

Empowered by God’s Spirit

John 14:15-17   "If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask
the Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever— the
Spirit of truth.

Empowered for worship

John 4:22-24 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship
what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has
now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth,
for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his
worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth. These words were spoken by
Jesus to the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well as He taught her that there
would no longer be just one place to worship God (such as the temple at
Jerusalem).

Jesus said in another place (Matthew 15:8): "This people honours me with their
lips but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me."

How you worship is vastly more important than where.

Paul informs us that the body of each Christian becomes a temple of God
wherein the Christian's personal spirit is united with the indwelling Holy Spirit
of God.  1Corinthians 6:19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your
own?

Romans 8:14-16 All who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of
God. ... The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God."

Empowered in prayer

Jude 1:20 dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in
the Holy Spirit.

The Greek word translated “pray in” the Spirit can have several different
meanings. It can mean “by means of,” “with the help of,” “in the sphere of,”
and “in connection to.” Praying in the Spirit does not refer to the words we
are saying. Rather, it refers to how we are praying. Praying in the Spirit is
praying according to the Spirit’s leading. It is praying for things that the Spirit
leads us to pray for. Romans 8:26 the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us
with groans that words cannot express.
Perhaps the primary reason praying in the Spirit is also linked with speaking in
tongues is: 1Corinthians 14:14-15 if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my
mind is unfruitful. So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also
pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my mind.
And …..Ephesians 6:18  pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the
saints
Therefore, praying in the Spirit should be understood as praying in the power
of the Spirit and according to His will, and, on occasions as praying in tongues.

Empowered to understand the bible

The word of God is the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17). So the Holy Spirit

wants to use the word to do some serious work. You & I need to know what
we believe and why we believe it. Jesus repeatedly responded to the devil with
scripture when he was being tempted in the wilderness.
2Timothy 3:16 tells us that, All Scripture is God-breathed.  If the Holy Spirit
inspired men & women to write down His word, let us not miss the opportunity
ask the Holy Spirit to help us understand and put into practice what we read.
 John 16:13 when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth

Empowered for evangelism

Following on from our previous point; 1Thessalonians 1:5 our gospel came to
you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with
deep conviction. And Jesus quotes Isaiah 61:1 in Luke 4 The Spirit of the
Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim
freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners…… Perhaps
some of the most amazing words in scripture are recorded in John 20:21-22
when Jesus is addressing His disciples after His resurrection, As the Father has
sent me, I am sending you. And with that he breathed on them and said, Receive
the Holy Spirit

Empowered for world mission

Acts 1:8 (amplified bible) you shall receive power (ability, efficiency, and might)
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be My witnesses in
Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and to the ends (the very bounds) of the
earth. We can’t take on the whole world but we can be led by the Spirit.
Acts 16:10-11  During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia
standing and begging him, "Come over to Macedonia and help us."
After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia,
concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.
Acts 13:1-3 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers:
………While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said,
"Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."
So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent
them off, (to Cyprus).   Notice ~ it wasn’t just those who were sent but also
those who did the sending that were guided by the Holy Spirit

Empowered for relationships

Getting on with people can sometimes be tricky, even in the Body of Christ.
When we are filled with the Holy Spirit it makes things a whole lot
easier…..Ephesians 4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through
the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to
one hope when you were called
Like it or not …… 1Corinthians 12:18 God has arranged the parts in the body,
every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. God has a great plan to hook
you up with some great people so that you can be encouraged (and an
encourager) in your journey of faith

Empowered and mobilised

An important question for each one of us then, is: Am I’m willing to be trained
and equipped to do anything you want me to do Lord?
1Timothy 4:1,7   The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon
the faith and follow deceiving spirits……Have nothing to do with godless myths
and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly.
2Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Heb 13:20  May the God of peace, ……..equip you with everything good for
doing his will

with  our  va lues

Living Taken from a message by David Jones 14th Sept 08

I have always thought that God has a sense of
humour, I mean who else would take a blonde,
white faced musician called Pete Jones who
hates flying and make him even whiter faced
by Wizz airing him over to Poland. Armed with
the twelve worship songs he knows and arranging
for his Polish twin sister to know them all, and
to have the words in Polish available for overhead
projection – God did just that!

How did all this start, well about two years ago
the Lincolnshire Alpha Adviser Team decided it
would be good to offer their experience in putting
on Conferences and training events to help
churches abroad expand their Alpha Courses.
Holy Trinity, Brompton agreed and approached Alpha Poland
with our offer. They were arranging a national conference
over three days in Warsaw for the Catholic Churches and
expected over 100 Priests and leaders to travel from all
over Poland.

The team, including Steve Durkin from Care Rent, as our
Catholic adviser to smooth our path and to help the team
by giving a Catholic perspective on the Alpha training talks.
William Prentice was our leader, many of you will know
him from our own Holy Spirit days on the Alpha course.
Everyone on the team delivered talks through the aid of
a translator, they were brilliant and worked very hard. It
is difficult to put over some of the Alpha jokes especially
one involving Pole Vaulters, but it was worth the effort to
see all those blank faces!

It was a wonderful experience to go to early morning Mass,
in a small upstairs Chapel, which was overflowing with
worshippers. The singing of Hosannah by both Polish and

English voices reminded me of Wesley’s “O for a thousand
tongues”. When it came to the prayer section, short simple
prayers were offered up from all over the Chapel, you could
sense the Holy Spirit uniting Catholic and Protestant. I am
sure that God just hears brothers and sisters in Christ joining
together in prayer and worship.

The friendliness of our Polish
hosts was terrific, nothing was
too much trouble for them. The
trip confirmed why I want to
be involved in Alpha, it removes
the barriers of denominations
and unites countries in the
simple mission to make Jesus
known to all. These are just a
few memories of the trip, there
are more that I will have with
me for a very long time.

GLOBAL ALPHA TRAINING – POLAND 2008
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