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Q. Where were you born and what have you done in your working
life?

A. | was born in Grantham in 1944. As a practical man | have
travelled widely on contract work. | have worked in Ntola, Zambia,,
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait as well as a variety of jobs in
Grantham before moving to Grimsby.

Q. When did you become a Christian?

A. 26 October 1988. | was working in Kuwait as a Sales Manager
in the oil industry. When | worked in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, our
services were held on the beach with 100+ people attending. All
baptisms were performed in the seal!

Q. When did you settle in Grimsby?

A. | moved to Grimsby in the early 1990's and joined the Assemblies
of God church in Pasture Street. (now Vine Christian Fellowship) At
this time | was going through a very difficult period of my life. My
marriage had failed but it was here | met Angela and we were
married in 1993.

| have worked at Tesco, Alderley Care Home as a handyman and the
YMCA as a maintenance officer before in 2003 becoming Site
Custodian at Welholme School. | really enjoy my job working in the
school community and | have the opportunity to pray in the school
boiler house!!!

Q. Have you any future goals?

A. I would really love to be able to keep working until I am 65. Since
becoming a Christian | have found Psalm 40 a real help as God has
guarded me and given me a rock to stand on!!

Inspiring

Parentalk is dedicated to inspiring and equipping parents to make
the most of parenthood and is one arm of the Oasis network, a
Christian charity founded by Steve Chalke. Parentalk is proud of its
popular and innovative approach to de-stigmatise asking for help.
It is dedicated to celebrating parenthood at all stages of a child's
development, highlighting its importance in society and making it
fun. From pre-parenthood, right through to grandparenthood, at
home, at school or in the workplace, Parentalk is here to make life
a little easier. We have a variety of publications and resources that
can be found on our website www.parentalk.co.uk

Parentalk North East Lincs was the first regional office to be launched
in February 2004. There are three part-time staff in the team and
they work in partnership with lots of different organisations including
the Local Authority, the Primary Care Trust, Children’s Centres, schools
and voluntary sector organisations. We put on a variety of parenting
courses each term and will work anywhere there are parents that
want to do a course.

Who are our courses for?

For great parents who want to give their children the best they can.
There is no such thing as the perfect parent and through talking to
other parents, sharing ideas and learning new ways of dealing with
situations parents become more confident in their role.

'C' attended a Parentalk for Parents and Carers of Children with
Special Needs “Sharing different stories, events and difficulties within
the group. We also helped and supported each other and gave advice
and were given lots of advice. We were able to talk openly and
freely, in confidence. To know we weren't the only parents going
through the same thing. We were not alone. The leaflets were
extremely helpful and good to be able to look back on. | enjoyed
this time to myself and to take on board the helpful advice and to
use it. Thank you Parentalk”

Susan who also attended a course for parents of teenagers said,
"Arguments in our house used to go on and on but now | try not to
get drawn in. I've learnt when you start shouting it just gets louder
and louder, gets worse and doesn't stop. On the course we talked
about different options and talking to other parents helps you know
you are not on your own. ['ve learnt to listen more. | hear things
a lot clearer - what they're really saying.

On the course it said to keep showing love. I've given my teenager
a hug and a kiss even when she's been cold as ice. If [ hadn't kept
hugging her, there would have been nothing, but now she will
sometimes warm to me.

| can see how the things I've done different now has made a difference
to our relationship.”

Anyone living in today's world can see the need for such courses.
But it is more than just a course. Parentalk is founded on basic
Christian principles although there is no direct reference to Christianity.
It does, however, give us an opportunity to show God's love and
make a difference in the lives of the people we meet.

How can you be involved?

By recommending our courses to the people you know, maybe coming
along with them to a course.

By praying reqularly for us. Please ask for our prayer letter.

By training to be a course facilitator. We particularly need a dad
who can deliver Parentalk to dads in the area

If you would like any more info about the courses or our work
please tel. Diane on 01472 501220 or e-mail: diane@parentalk.co.uk
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Cathedrals are big!

On the 29th March 2007, at the Groundlevel leaders conference
Stuart Bell shared a prophetic word with me & Ann-Marie: “I believe
God is putting in your heart, a big adventure, a big story, a big story
line. He is causing things to rise within you, visions. | personally
believe that you are going to go into that promised land in terms
of territory and building and | believe that God is going to open
doors for you. But | want to say over you, what you represent is
going to be substantial, it's going to be big, it's going to be blessed
of God, it is going to be substantial. It's the things that you have
longed for even from when you were a boy, things that you saw,
even things that you visited. God is going to take you to a place
where you are able to see, yes it's going to happen, it's going to
happen.

It is time to break a stronghold of the devil that says there will never
be a church of over 300 in this area. It's time to declare nothing is
impossible to God and the only person that is going to get the glory
is God himself."

| was interested to read recently that when the 11th century
Benedictine monks started to build Ely Cathedral their only concern
was to glorify God, and nothing less than a building on a majestic
scale would do.

When they built the cathedrals they rarely used stones from other
buildings. They primarily took fresh stone and shaped it to fit.

| believe the way God wants to build is primarily with new stone,
brand new Christians, people getting saved through Alpha, Youth
initiatives. People who are going to accept the message of the gospel
as you and | share it.

There is no NT reference to nomadic stones. Eph 2:19-22 'You are
no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people
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David Jones

and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief
cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises
to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being
built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit."

Cathedrals are Visible

The cathedrals of Ely & Lincoln are still clearly visible on the skylines
of their respective cities. What does that mean for a cathedral of
living stones? Visibility in the community. As much as it is important
to gather us all together in one venue to demonstrate, ‘This is who
we are as a gathered church,' | believe in this area we need to have
numerous expressions of gathered church across NE Lincolnshire.
Those expressions are our congregations. | do believe the strategy
God has given us, to see a Cathedral of Living Stones raised, is
through congregations with a very clear corporate identity.
Prophetically buildings, plural, have been spoken of. | believe these
will be congregational bases that are clearly identified across the
area as part of the growing cathedral of City Church.

Cathedrals take time to build

Cathedrals took decades to build..... We've been on this journey for
4 years. It's going to be great. | believe the fulfilment of the prophetic
will be incredible. It took time for the stone masons to identify and
shape the right stones as they slowly built the Cathedrals. To identify
the square pegs for the square holes takes time. To shape, to disciple,
the new stones takes time. But the end result, as we are fitly joined
together, will be magnificent, and for the glory of God.
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Ask about our new
Autumn courses to
encourage parents and
carers in the privileged,
but difficult, task of bringing
up children, teens and
children with special needs
and disabilities.

All our courses are for Mums,
Dads & Carers who want to give
their children the best possible start.
These courses are informal and
video based.

= Time out for you

= Talk to other parents/carers
= Increase your confidence

= Get top tips & strategies

If you would like any more info about the
courses or our work Tel. Diane on 01472
501220 or e-mail: diane@parentalk.co.uk
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CHALLENGE

By Matt Jones

The date is August 11th, the time is 8:52AM and
the place is Horton-in-Ribblesdale. Why am | being
so accurate with the time you may ask. The reason,
we've just clocked out at the Pen-y-Ghent Café.
In order to join the “elite," we must complete the
25 mile circular route that takes in the summits
of Pen-y-gent (2,276ft), Whernside (2,415ft) and
Ingleborough (2,372ft) all in under 12 hours. The
challenge is on.

In the beginning there were 11.

Peak 1 - A relatively easy and straight forward
ascent saw all 11 at the peak within 2 hours. Slightly
red faced but ready to hit peak 2. The problem
being peak 2 was 8 miles away through numerous
energy sapping marshes and uneven terrain.

Peak 2 - After a short rest and refuel at the
Ribblehead Viaduct we (8 remaining, Steph Jones
an addition) began the long ascent starting parallel
to the railway line. The route quickly turned taking
us over the line and onto a progressively increasing
incline up to the peak. This one was hard work due
to the prolonged intensity of the walk. A very sharp
descent saw all 8 to the foot of this hill.

Peak 3 - Ingleborough, it just sounds painful. And
for good reason! 4 remain. Getting to the base of
this peak was straightforward enough. Getting to
the top was not. The path on this, the steepest
section of the entire walk, zig zags up the side of
Ingleborough making use of 2 and 3 foot high steps
that look to be carved out of the hill itself. A
number of rests were required! This portion of the
walk done saw all 4 reach the top. It's all down
hill from here on back to the Café.

Clocking in time 7:41PM.

Overview - This is a tough walk! But very much
worth doing. God is THE GRAND DESIGNER! And
doing this walk has made it so evident!

We so often sing:
"From the heighest of heights
To the depths of the sea
Creation's revealing Your majesty
From the colours of Fall
To the fragrance of Spring
Every creature unique in the song that it sings"

And it rings so true!

!\ ’O Ch Written by Shirley Caesar, submitted by Erik Neilsen

Our little boy came up to his mom

In the kitchen this evening while she was fixing supper
And he handed her a piece of paper he'd been writing on
And after wiping her hands on her apron

She read it, and this is what it said

For mowing the lawn, fifty pence

For making my own bed this week, one pound

And for going to the shop, fifty pence

And playing with little brother while you went shopping,
twenty-five pence.

Taking out the waste, one pound

Getting a good school report, fifty pence
And for sweeping the yard, two pounds
Total owed, five pounds seventy-five pence

Well, as mom looked at him standing there expectantly

And | could see the memories flashing through her mind
And so she picked up the pen, and turning the paper over
This is what she wrote.

For the nine months | carried you growing inside me, no
charge

For the nights I've sat up with you

Doctored you, and prayed for you, no charge

For the time and the tears

That you've cost through the years, there's no charge
And when you add it all up

The full cost of my love is no charge.

For the nights filled with dread

And all the worries ahead, no charge

For advice and the knowledge

And the cost of your college, no charge

For the toys, food and clothes and even for wiping your
nose There's no charge, son

And when you add it all up

The full cost of my love is, no charge.

Well, when he finished reading

He had great big old tears in his eyes

And he looked up at her standing there and said
Mom, | sure do love you

Then he took the pen,

And in great big letters

He wrote PAID IN FULL

Well you know when | think about that

| think about the day that Jesus went out to Calvary and
gave his life as a ransom for me

Then | think on the words "If any man be in Christ he's a
new creature"”

| like to think about the very minute that he shed his blood
My debt was paid in full

Our Lord knows when you add it all up

The cost of real love is, no charge...

day at the

We left Grimsby at 10:30
changing at Doncaster, arriving
in London at 13:45. The journey
was very comfortable as there
was space reserved for Teddy as
well as me.

It rained while we were on the train but there were blue skies when
we got to London. On arrival we got a London taxi to Buckingham
Palace, arriving about 14:30. Pictures were taken when we got
there, some by the press and some personal ones.

When we walked through the gates | gave a short intake of breath,
in awe of the moment, | was in Buckingham Palace. | felt very
emotional (I still feel that way when | think about it). We walked
through the palace into the garden. The party started at 15:00.

We had cucumber sandwiches and various other cakes and fancies.
We walked around speaking to other guests. Walking across the
garden we found an area to sit down.

At 16:00 the national anthem was played and the Queen and Prince
Philip came out of the Palace.

They walked through the crowd which was standing in two lines.
Liz, a visually impaired lady, who had a guide dog called Chris, could
not see what was happening. On request our group were lead under
the roped area to the royal tea tent to stand near a beefeater so we
could see the Queen and Prince Philip.

When they went into the tea tent the bodyguard directed us to an
area where we would be able to meet the Queen and the royal party.

We walked across the area reserved for the royal party and dignitaries
with the rest of the crowd watching us, we felt very proud.

After about 30 minutes the anthem played and the Queen and royal
party came from the tea tent. After greeting other people the Queen
came toward Teddy and me. Stroking Teddy she said ‘What a lovely
dog, what's his name?' | answered Teddy, Ma'am. 'Oh’ she said, ‘He's
gorgeous', then she stroked Chris and talked to the rest of the party.

Princess Sophia cuddled Teddy and wanted to take him home with
her. We also met Prince Edward and Princess and Prince Michael
of Kent.

We left the Palace at about 18:30 and got to Kings Cross at 19:20.
The train left at 19:30.

On leaving the station some one pulled the emergency lever so while
the train was stationary Val and Fred went to the buffet car for
some drinks. After a while we heard over the P.A. 'this is a passenger
announcement. It may sound funny but has anyone lost a guide
dog?' Yes you guessed it, Teddy had gone royal walk about!

We got back in Grimsby at 22:45 after a wonderful memorable day.

ALPHA
TESTIMONY

Kathy Leverton

| was introduced to the Alpha

course by my good friend

Melissa. I'd been asking lots

of questions about being a

Christian, particularly since

going to her baptism (I'm sure

she felt like telling me to shush at times).

So what's the Alpha course all about? Well the basic fact is it's a
course exploring Christianity, the truth is it is so much more than
that!

Everyone has their own personal reason for attending. In my case |
wanted to find out the difference between someone like me, (who
was brought up in the church with my family, | was christened as
a baby, went to Sunday school, sung in the choir, and was confirmed
and | believe in God, and a Christian who has accepted the Holy
Spirit and Jesus into their lives.

It all started with the Alpha supper. Lots of people attended this,
some who have continued on the course and some who were members
of the church which runs it. There's a lovely meal and an informal
talk on what the course entails. Then the weekly sessions follow on
from that. Each week is based on a different subject, e.g Who is
Jesus? How and why should | read my bible? etc.

| was nervous in the beginning about it all but that soon disappeared,
it's so relaxed and everyone is very friendly. | really enjoyed chatting
and getting to know everyone.

I'm going to miss my Thursday nights now the course is drawing to
an end. I've been through a wonderful journey with people | now
class as friends. They have seen me laugh, cry but not from sadness
just from the emotion | have felt, and laugh again.

As well as learning a lot about Christianity | have also learnt a lot
about myself. | look at things from a different perspective now and
feel or hope that | am a better person because of it. You are accepted
for who you are and are not judged about anything, and will always
be made to feel welcome.

As | sit here typing this I'll be honest and say I'm not sure if I'm ready
to take the final step into Christianity yet but | know that if or when
| do | will be met right where | am and as | am, and it's not as scary
a thought now.

Alpha courses start at New Life on Tuesday 2nd October at 7pm for
10 consecutive weeks and the Vine course starts on the 4th October
at St. James Hotel at 7pm.

start thinking about who you would like to invite!



