On Tracy
Richardson

How did you become a Christian?

| became a Christian at 18 in 1988 at an event at the Ice House. To
be absolutely certain that God had got me and that | was His, | went
forward on three consecutive nights just to make sure. | can honestly
say that it changed me. The acceptance of God’s love and Jesus
Christ into my life really did save me. From the age of 12 | had been
going through some difficult and abusive situations. At 14 | had
come to the end of my tether and had decided that | couldn’t cope
with life like this. | was at the edge of a main road and at the point
of making a drastic choice I clearly heard an audible voice telling
me ‘not to do anything’ and that ‘there is more to come! | believe
that God spoke to me at that time. | thought that | had found the
answer as | had met people from a spiritualist church and so went
along seeking help and protection and hoping to hear from a loved
one, my Nanna who had passed away. At that age | felt that they
must be able to help, after all they called themselves a church. This
is what was promised to me by the spiritualists. Anyone knows that
the more you keep digging in the mire the deeper it gets and the
harder it gets to see the way out. This is how it continued to be
until in 1987 | met three people, Mike Gail, John Haze and Mark
Richardson. These people expressed God’s love and were a real light
in the darkness to me. Mark, who is now my husband, had prayed
for me and would tell me of Jesus’ love for me. He often told me
that what | was involved in was harmful and that it was the occult
but | couldn't see it. The occasion that made the difference for me
was when Mark spoke to me and said that he loved me and was
praying for me but that | had to make the choice between him and
the spiritualist’s church. | love Mark but the one thing that | heard
more audibly than his sincere and caring words was that as he spoke
| could hear God giving me a choice. ‘You must choose... either them
or me! It wasn't a voice of thunder or threatening: it was sincere
and had a peace about it. | was used to hearing shouting but when
someone cares you instinctively know it because it stands out from
everything else you know. | didn’t know much about God but |
believed that He was and is real and | responded to His ultimatum.
There was no need to think it over and | made my decision there
and then. Oh, and Mark wasn't left for long in any suspense as |
told him my decision almost at the same time. Mark and | were
married in 1989 and we have our two children, Elisa and Daniel.
God is good!

What have you done since becoming a Christian?

Since becoming a Christian | have had the privilege of working
voluntarily with groups of teenagers and children, most have come
from non - Christian backgrounds. | thank God that He placed people
where | was at and who weren't afraid to stick with it. I'm thankful
that | have had the opportunity to give something back by being
there, sharing the love of Jesus with them and helping out when
needed. | have also worked with the elderly and felt blessed by being
in their company. For me the rule I try to keep is shine for Jesus
where you are and grow where you are planted. You'll often find
that you are the one who is blessed.

| am currently attending an Alpha course with my husband and have

had a lot of joy and learning from the topics and discussions and
thought provoking questions... and it’s only been the first session!
I highly recommend going along to it. The food is excellent too!

Have you any future goals?

At present | am at a patient spot. | have been praying for a new
direction and new opportunities. It is when you look back at how
far you have come that you are amazed at what God has done and
look forward to what He is going to do next.

| have been praying for colleagues at the primary school where |
work and would love to see them come to know Jesus in a real way.
| remember as a child overhearing a dinner lady tell two children
next to me about Jesus and His love for us and it has stuck in my
memory all this time. As a word of encouragement, keep praying,
speaking and believing; you never know just how far reaching the
blessing of your love for Jesus may travel, who is listening in or how
much it could positively impact someone’s life.

Congratulations
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Memories

If you were brought up going to church then cast your mind back
to the memories you have. If like me you were taken along from
being weeks old then you will remember the old hymns (many of
which were fantastic!) | have vivid memories of my grandfather
telling me off from the pulpit for making popping sounds with my
cheeks and for fidgeting too much. Not much change there then. |
can clearly remember going to church in Holmfirth. We moved from
there when | was 5!

My memories of Sunday School are ratherscanty. | do remember
‘Auntie’ Lucy who was quite a formidable character and a much
gentler lady, ‘Auntie’ Irene who used to knit clothes for my dolls.

| remember that they cared about me. They were interested in how
| was doing.

As a family we often had people in the home who showed their love
for me. We used to have lots of fun with the adults during ‘after
service coffee! | remember putting 17 sugars in Brian Keel’s tea!

| see him each year at Grapevine and he still asks how I'm doing.

Why am | telling you all this? | believe that the children are not
only the church of tomorrow but they are very much the church of
today. Look around on a Sunday morning and you will catch a
glimpse of what is happening with them. We want to encourage the
children to be part of the whole church, to have a sense of belonging,
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to feel that they can contribute but also that we can learn from them.

Joy Wooffindin

Maybe sometimes we don’t consider how much they understand.
One Sunday night having already been to church in the morning and
Sunday School in the afternoon, was seated in the evening service.
The sermon was entitled ‘Do you know where you will spend
eternity?’ | clearly knew | wasn’t sure of my destiny. When | got
home | asked my mum to pray with me and | gave my life to Jesus
that Sunday night aged 6 years old.

Proverbs 22 v 6 says, ‘Train a child up in the way he should go and
when he is old he will not turn from it!

My parents trained me up to come to church even when I didn't
want to. In adulthood there have been the odd times when I've been
low and felt church was the last place | wanted to be but my training
made me go, and guess what, God met with me.

The formative years are so important in the training of our children.
We each have a part to play in encouraging them and giving them
the sense of belonging. Let’s give them good memories to draw on
as they face all that the world will throw at them.

We offer three groups, Tots, Kids and Tweens. Please pray for wisdom
for the leaders and understanding for the children.
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Rob Peacock

I'm working out here as a
Science teacher at an

International Secondary
N/’ School. | have just returned
to Kuwait at the beginning of September to start
my third year.

Having worked in Portugal and Moscow for two
years and now Kuwait | now realise the implications
of my words to God when | said during a Grapevine
some years back, ‘Send me’, after a rally cry for
mission workers. Little did | know what those little
words would lead to.

So here I am now, working a Muslim state, teaching
99% Muslim pupils and living in a Muslim
community. It's a far cry from my early notion of
a missionary worker: working in poor communities
in Africa was always my pictorial image, but here
I am working in one of the affluent countries in
the world where the GDP per capita is on a par
with the USA. I've never seen so many Bentleys
and Ferraris; | just love walking around car parks
at brand new shopping malls looking at all the
cars, saying ‘WOW’ aloud when | see the latest
Aston Martins parked up. Who would think of this
as a missionary placement but | know God has sent
me here.

My days at school are on the surface full of planning

Greetings from
the State of Kuwait

lessons, marking books and doing all the normal
teacher stuff like keeping pupils out of the corridors
at break time, chasing up homework and dealing
with my year 9 form group’s daily problems or just
dashing around the school trying to do five jobs
at the same time.

The pupils and other teachers know me as not just
Mr Peacock, the physics teacher, but of my open
declaration of being a Christian. | am not allowed
to speak openly of my faith as | would be sacked
as it's a Muslim owned school but | am often asked
by older pupils and even other teachers what this
Christianity is. They tell me what they have been
told through their religion of Islam and | explain
to them in a small way, not to preach, but to dispel
their misconceptions. | can see God’s hand in the
opportunities | have had over the last two years
and I'm just so pleased to be used by Him in this
small way and to be Salt and Light to this generation
at this school. | may, at this time in their life, be
the only Christian that they can get to know and
talk to.

God has his hand on Kuwait and great things are
happening with even small cell groups being planted
throughout the city but it is through relationships
that | feel God is touching this people. | am one
small part of His glory being proclaimed in this
land and | thank Him for this.

Since the start of Operation Christmas
Child, Samaritan's Purse has worked
through families, churches and schools in

The founder of Samaritan's Purse, Bob
Pierce, always used to say, "l can't help
everybody, but | can help some". Operation
Christmas Child is a one-on-one ministry

many countries around the world to collect  time.
shoe boxes filled with Christmas gifts. They are

packed primarily by children in developed countries
for needy children around the world.

one child giving to another and one family
reaching out to another family, distributing
gifts from one city or community at the

In a world where life for many children is
harsh and cruel, what do you think a child

will do when he or she receives a box filled

The idea is to take an empty shoe box and fill it with toys, school supplies,
sweets, maybe some warm gloves, for either a boy or a girl and send it to
Samaritan’s Purse along with a donation to help ship the boxes overseas. Then
we take them to children all over the world. The joy and excitement the gifts
bring to the children of all ages is indescribable.

When it first started, Operation Christmas Child took off like a rocket and
spread like wildfire. It kindled passionate generosity in people’s hearts. The idea
of children giving to children electrifies a family - the family gets a church
excited - and before we know it, entire communities join our efforts. Whether
rich or poor, filling a shoe box is a realistic goal for anyone to reach - and
results are dynamite.

with toys and sweets - a small present by our standards but unbelievably
generous by their own? Often a child will unwrap the shoe box, take out just
one sweet, or one small gift, and hand the box back. When we tell them, “No,
the whole thing is yours," their little eyes peer back into the box in disbelief
- some cry, others giggle, but most just hug the box close to their grateful
hearts.

Our little logo is a shoe box with airplane wings on it - or, as I like to think
of them, angel wings that carry the good new of Jesus Christ right into the
hands and hearts of the little children. So actually, these shoe boxes are vehicles
for the Christmas story. That's exactly what the gospel is - Jesus Christ coming
down to earth to offer us his great forgiveness, acceptance, and love.

If it’s His church,
it's going to have

His characteristics.

Continuing our theme of ‘Raising a Cathedral of Living Stones’

So what are the characteristics of a Cathedral of Living Stones?

A place of Worship

If it's His church, worship makes perfect sense..... Jesus taught us to
pray Matt 6 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name’

The definition of ‘Hallowed’ ~ regarded with great respect or reverence

A place of Learning

Historically Cathedrals in the Middle Ages were centres of learning
What was Jesus about? ~ Matt 4:23 Jesus went throughout Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues ~ He taught in synagogues, on a
mountainside, from a boat, market square, and even in a house.

A place of Mission

We are to reflect the Love of God to all people. Isn’t that what
Jesus did...... You've seen me, you've seen the Father

Jn 20:21-22 As the Father has sent me, | am sending you. And with
that he breathed on them and said, receive the Holy Spirit. THIS IS
GOOD NEWS! Mk 16:16 Jesus said to them, "Go into all the world
and preach the good news to all creation.

But how ?

6 billion people on the planet...

Half never heard of Jesus...

Millions starving, hopelessness...

We get Compassion fatigue just thinking about the task ......... What
possible difference could we make? Consider the following statistics:
Rich Hubbard ~ 186,000 turning to Christ every day

The CIA ~ population increases by 211,000 every day

Therefore for every 10 people added to the population 8.8 people
become Christians.

What will motivate us?

We all have a multitude of challenges in our lives, we are busy, we
need to choose wisely how we invest our time, our money, our energy.

A place of Inspiration

In the Middle Ages Cathedrals were a source of inspiration through
their art and architecture. | think, church, being around God'’s people
is incredibly inspirational. Engage with those who are already
engaged with the mission of Jesus and get inspired.

When people rubbed shoulders with Jesus, it caused various reactions.
Some got glad, some got mad, some got inspired Lk 4 v22 All
spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came
from his lips. Isn't this Joseph's son? they asked.

People were just inspired by Jesus.... Consider the calling of His
disciples.

A place of Correct Perspective

Many of us watched a dvd last November of David Ring who challenged
us “Now ....I've got cerebral palsy, what's your problem?”

When the disciples were with Jesus they got a totally new perspective:
Matt 6:31-33 (NCV) Don't worry and say, 'What will we eat?' or "What
will we drink?" or 'What will we wear?' The people who don't know
God keep trying to get these things, and your Father in heaven knows
you need them. Seek first God's kingdom and what God wants. Then

David Jones

all your other needs will be met as well.

In the great scheme of things, whether we feel we have a blessed
life or whether we are going through difficulties at the moment,
what we do have is HOPE in Jesus ~ that many outside of those
doors do not have.

Heb 10:23 (Message) Let's keep a firm grip on the promises that
keep us going. He always keeps his word.

A place of Relevance

Often you will hear people saying that the church needs to be
relevant...

What does that mean, contemporary music? Multimedia
presentations? Short sermons?

Up until a couple of years ago if you had carried out a street survey,
asking ~ Who best demonstrates what a Christian should be like?
the top answer would have been ~ Mother Teresa

Why? Because in the minds of those outside of Christianity, she
treated the poor the way they envisage Jesus would. Nobody would
comment about her theology. People don’t care what you believe
until they know that you care. Jesus had no problem being able to
relate and be relevant with synagogue rulers, prostitutes or little
children.

Ask yourself the question. How am | displaying relevant Christianity,
or the relevance of Christ, to those | rub shoulders with?

A place of Service (not the 10.30)!

Jesus said Mk 10:42-45 "You know that those who are regarded as
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise
authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants
to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."
If you want to be a great person .... become a servant.

In the process of serving we find new purpose in life and direction
for the skills, gifts and abilities that God has given us.

A Cathedral of Living Stones is a place of Transformation

| just believe that when people are around us there is the potential
for them to experience the transforming power of God. When people
were around Jesus their lives & destiny were transformed. People
with sickness were healed. Even a thief who was dying on a Roman
cross had a destiny transformation.

Is it arrogant to believe what Jesus said? No!

Do we have faith in Jesus? YES!

Then listen to these words of Jesus:

John 14:12 | tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do
what | have been doing. He will do even greater things than these,
because | am going to the Father.



