CONNECTED

By David Jones

| want to ask you a question, 'Are you connected'?

The dictionary defines connected in the following ways:

Joined or fastened together

Related by family

Associated with or related to others, especially to influential or important
people

If you are a Christian you are connected to the most influential person
who has ever walked on this plant, Jesus.

In John 15:1-17, (I would encourage you to take a moment to read the
passage). Jesus describes His relationship with us in this way (v5), “/ am
the Vine you are the branches”. What an incredible privilege. And being
connected to Jesus has another implication; you are connected to the
body of Christ, the church.

| would even question: If you are not connected to the church how can
you be effectively connected to Jesus because the church is the body of
Christ?

It is sad that some people believe it is okay to be a Christian but not belong
to a church. When we were knocking on the doors during the summer

of 2002 we met a number of people who said they were Christians, many
of them used to go to church, but were not now connected to any church.

| often find the consequences of being disconnected (v.6) are:
Disconnected people easily become dissatisfied.

Disconnected people speak of 'you' rather than ‘we".
Disconnected people tend to take on the offences of others.
Disconnected people spread their dissatisfaction.

In the John 15 passage, the phrase, ‘Remain in’is mentioned eleven times.

In v4 we see that fruit is produced from the life of the vine. Branches have

no source of life within themselves. It is vital we are connected to Jesus
and His body if we want to have fruitful lives.

We need to be, in Christ and in His body, these two should be inseparable.......
When Fred comes in to the room you don't say, ‘Here comes Fred & his
body".

We need Christ; we need each other, Leviticus 26:8 states Five of you will
chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand. Ecclesiastes
4v 9-10 puts it this way Two are better than one, because they have a
good return for their work, (SYNERGY) If one falls down, his friend can help
him up, but pity the man who falls and has no-one to help him up.

It was a good job the fisherman in Luke 5 had the help of others, when
Jesus gave the word, Put out into the deep water and let your nets down
for a catch. If they hadn't had the help of others they would have lost the
whole catch.

If you believe God is asking you to do something you better be connected
if you want to be fruitful.

| also like the progression in this passage:

1st ~ No fruit v2 no branch can bear fruit by itself ~ get
connected

2nd ~ Bear fruit v4 remain in ~ even when things are difficult
& frustrating

3rd ~ Much fruit v5 when things are going okay, Jesus says
remember ~ apart from me you can do
nothing

4th ~ Lasting fruit v16 the promise ~ You are chosen and appointed
to bear fruit that will last

\\\\\\)\ are “\l ﬂﬂd Hn[/q [UF H, 0 h\%\\ \\“ﬂp?

No, it is not an activity at this year's Grapevine. Although the Big Top
may well make a good landing zone!

Each year a committed team of St John Ambulance volunteers serve the
Grapevine event on the Lincolnshire Showground. Over the years they have
patched up many a camper and have dealt with anything from a wasp sting
to major incidents.

The team are in need of new equipment which does not come cheap. | felt
challenged to 'do something' rather than just hear about the difficulties so
started raising money at work through selling cakes!! This then escalated
to colleagues coming up with various

By Ali Beedie

fundraising ideas (£280 worth to date) and then
they came up with the skydiving challenge.........!

The outcome is that three of my colleagues, along with Andy Kinson have
agreed to join me in this rather mad way of fund raising. The jump is
scheduled to take place on 31st May 2008.

If any of you would like to sponsor either Andy or myself (or both!) to raise
more funds to help and equip the team that have supported us over the
years then please let us know - all contributions will be very gratefully
received.
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The Gift of the
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Holy Spirt

Pentecost
Pentecost is the festival when Christians celebrate the gift of the
Holy Spirit. It is celebrated on the Sunday 50 days after Easter.

Pentecost is regarded as the birthday of the Christian church, and
the start of the church's mission to the world.

The Holy Spirit is the third part of the Trinity of Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit that is the way Christians understand God.

Celebrating Pentecost

Pentecost is a happy festival. Ministers in church often wear robes
with red in the design as a symbol of the flames in which the Holy
Spirit came to earth.

Pentecost Symbols
The symbols of Pentecost are those of the Holy Spirit and include
flames, wind, the breath of God and a Dove.

The first Pentecost
Pentecost comes from a Jewish harvest festival called Shavuot.

The apostles were celebrating this festival when the Holy Spirit
descended on them.
It sounded like a very strong wind, and it looked like tongues of fire.

The apostles then found themselves speaking in foreign languages,
inspired by the Holy Spirit.

People passing by at first
thought that they must be
drunk, but the apostle Peter e
told the crowd that the apostles F
were full of the Holy Spirit.
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0 GOD OF BURNING, CLEANSING FLAME:

Send the fire!

Your blood-bought gift today we claim:
Send the fire today!

Look down and see this waiting host,
And send the promised Holy Ghost;

We need another Pentecost!

Send the fire today!

Send the fire today!

God of Elijah, hear our cry:
Send the fire!

And make us fit to live or die:
Send the fire today!

To burn up every trace of sin,
To bring the light and glory in,
The revolution now begin!
Send the fire today!

Send the fire today!

It's fire we want, for fire we plead:
Send the fire!

The fire will meet our every need:
Send the fire today!

For strength to always do what's right,
For grace to conquer in the fight,

For power to walk the world in white:
Send the fire today!

Send the fire today!

To make our weak hearts strong and brave:
Send the fire!

To live, a dying world to save:

Send the fire today!

Oh, see us on Your altar lay,

We give our lives to you today,

So crown the offering now we pray:

Send the fire today!

Send the fire today!

N.E.LINCS CITY CHURCH

Send the fire today!

The Ground Level Network held its Annual
Conference for those in leadership roles, or who
may be in the future, at the Hayes Conference
Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire in early April.

| always enjoy and value this time of input,
inspiration, encouragement, relaxation, good food
and good company - being with 300 people who
all love Jesus does me good! This year's conference
didn't disappoint .

There were five 'keynote’ speakers — Duane White,
Francois van Niekerk, Jack Groblewski, Paul Milligan
and Stuart Bell and the worship was wonderfully
led by Howard Williams, Godfrey Birtill, and Paul
Simpson-Parry accompanied by others from
around the network.

And three ‘choices' of three seminars - included
sessions on Business, the background and purpose
of Ground Level, and that ‘tricky’ passage in
Ephesians 5 about Wives and Husbands.

We also had a free afternoon on Thursday when
some people (including David Jones) attended a
meeting about missions connections, some went
shopping (Ann-Marie, Steph and Rachel), some
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LEADERS CONFERENCE

went for a walk in the glorious Derbyshire
countryside (not sure who), some had business
meetings (Ali met with Glen Ross to talk about
Grapevine and to decide who was going to empty
the bins and unblock the loos), and some had an
afternoon nap (yes, you've guessed it! - me)

Catching up with old friends and meeting new
people.

Celebrating Ann-Marie's birthday in the bar with
a wonderful chocolate marble cake (courtesy of
Rachel Gallant).

Discussions in the bar - exchanging views on
‘women in leadership' (I felt it was a real shame,
this year, that all the speakers and worship leaders
were men, especially as Francois talked so much
about what we model as churches) and trying to
find answers to deep questions like ‘why do they
put drummers in perspex boxes these days?
Being with and praying for a friend who was
having a three day break from nursing her
terminally ill father.

Sharing a meal and catching up with Carl & Sarah
Belcher - they are expecting twins in early July.

CDs are available for hire (£1.00 each) from the
New Life office.

By a truly blessed Jackie Fortune
(assisted by Ali Beedie)

‘Compassion is love that compels action." Roy
Todd - seminar about evangelism stemming from
a heart of compassion.

‘Discipleship is about bringing together the
teaching of truth and the experience of the
power of God." Francois van Niekerk - main
meeting and seminar on discipleship - Jesus
commanded his followers to go and make disciples,
not just converts.

‘The Glory of God is the impacting weight of
God's character which accompanies His presence
and insists that my character is likewise impacted.
Jack Groblewski - session entitled The Treasure
of Presence’ explored how the presence of God
opens us up to the Rest, the Grace and the Glory
of God which in tumn secure our perseverance, our
destinies and our personal growth.

'Often, what's in your hand involves discipline
and diligence and what in your heart involves
romance - it's a place where you can escape
from what's in your hand." Paul Milligan - session
entitled ‘What is that in your hand? - Calling
vs Purpose ' looked at six reasons why we value
what's in our heart over what's in our hand.

Hello Alpha

How are you doing

By John Games

Q. OK Alpha, When did you start?

| first started in quite a ‘posh’ Anglican church in the heart of London
in the 1980's. The Church is called Holy Trinity Brompton (we are
not far from Harrods in Knightsbridge) and | was asked if over 10
weeks | could explain to people, 'What Christians believe'

Q. ...and then what happened?

Well.. actually.. | am not sure how to say this... but | have become
rather famous!! It seemed that suddenly God wanted to use me and
now my 10 week course has gone from local to global!!

Let me explain, in 1992, there were 5 courses in London, 1993, 200
in the UK, 1994, 750 in the UK, 1995, 2,500 in the UK, 1996, 5000
mainly in the UK but now spreading across Europe and the USA!
1998, 10,500 globally, 2000, 17,000 globally, 2007, 35,300 course
globally and over 11 million people have completed one of my
courses!!

| never imagined that God would cause my little Alpha acorn seed
to grow into such a big Alpha oak tree.

Q. So what is your favourite Alpha dream
Oh that is easy! | want to be part of the re-evangelism of the UK

and to see the transformation of society. It's quite a big dream but
eh someone has to believe ‘that nothing is impossible with God'

Q. Are you still growing the after all these years?

| think | am!! | am over 21 years old now but | still feel | have plenty
of life left in me yet!! Do you know that in the UK last year192,000
people in the UK attended an Alpha course an increase of 15% on
2006 not bad for a 20 something.

| overheard my friend Nicky Gumbel say that 100,000 not yet
Christians have become Christians since | have been around and |
said quietly Praise the Lord!

Q. What are your Alpha future goals?

Now | have heard that Nicky is working very hard for 2008, so keep
on the lookout for what | am up to this year.

Nicky is so impressed with how much I've grown that he has bought
me a 6 storey office where 150 of my friends can keep spreading
the good news that Jesus loves you. | now live in Cromwell Road
London just opposite the Natural History Museum it's really nice but
we are so busy!!

Nicky said this new building will accelerate the ministry of Alpha
and allow it to expand in ways which are hugely exciting!!

Bye for now and keep bringing your family and friends to see me!
Someone said if you look on www.nelcitychurch.org.uk you will know
when and where The Vine and New Life are running their courses.
Sounds good to me!!

Gladys &
Elsie Manders

Gladys & Elsie are sisters and are part of a family of 2 boys and 6 girls, Gladys
is one of a twin! The family lived near Market Rasen and were brought up to
regularly attend the local Methodist church.

When did you become Christians?

In 1942 Elsie started to attend the Market Rasen Pentecostal church and on
realising that they had “got what I'm looking for", gave her heart to the Lord
one day in her bedroom.

Gladys later that same year visited the same Pentecostal church and responded
to the appeal to give her life to Christ

Gladys came to Grimsby in 1946 to work &t live in as a domestic.

Elsie followed in 1947 also to live in & work as domestic help.

Gladys had always wanted to train as a nurse, and on seeing an advert in the
Telegraph applied & was accepted as a student nurse in the old Grimsby
Infirmary. On qualifying as SRN, she became staff nurse in the theatre, later
being promoted to sister. After about 20 years working in theatre, Gladys
moved to one of the geriatric wards, where she continued working until
retirement.

Both Gladys and Elsie felt that the provision of the bungalow in which they
now live was an answer to prayer. Although second to view the property, the
vendors preferred to sell the bungalow to them. It just fitted their requirements
exactly!

Elsie helped in the children's work and looked after the missionary offerings,
which were collected regularly by members having special boxes in their
homes.

They both were faithful in many spheres both at the Pasture Street & Central
Parade premises, including cleaning the church, and putting their sewing skills
to good use!

Throughout their lives prayer has been central to them both, at home praying
together and also in various prayer groups.

They have tried to move with the times, keeping a right perspective & right
motives.

They used to love walking, but now enjoy a game of scrabble. The knitting
needles have been picked up again to start knitting hats for the shoe box
appeal!

“To see a real move of the Holy Spirit in this area, to see lots of people getting
saved and to see the church grow!



