Spotlight

Some of you may know that | run my own Graphic Design business
from a small cupboard, ahem, sorry office at the New Life Centre.
| quit my job at the Grimsby Telegraph 5 years ago to pursue a call
from God to work on producing exciting publications and artwork
to glorify His kingdom.
And what a turbulent but rewarding 5 years it's been!
For me to fully explain how | have ended up being the new graphic
designer for United Christian Broadcasters youth material | will need
to mention SAM119.
SAM119 is a comic book series | produced
along with Simon Cross (now with World
Horizons). Deciding to work on It was one
of the reasons | left my job. It's was to excite
young (as in age) Christians in their faith
and to offer something radical to the
Christian marketplace for the 8-14's age
group.
It was a reasonable success and is something
| wish to revisit when the time is right.
At Grapevine 2003 we had started to
publicise SAM119 by handing out flyers and
putting together a mailing list. Bill Partington UCB's corporate and
ministry relations manager spotted the flyer and took one away with
him. Some time later he contacted me and invited Simon and myself
to the UCB broadcast centre to talk to about how they could support
us with SAM119. It was a good meeting and subsequently the comics
carried the UCB logo and a contact had been made that would
develop over the coming years.
Whilst promoting SAM119 around April 2005 at The Gathering youth
conference in Birmingham | met a representative from an organisation
called Book of Hope. Book of Hope produce books and magazines
aimed at engaging children and young people with the Gospel and
the power of God's word.

ON THE EVENING OF
SATURDAY MARCH 8TH
AT HOTEL ELIZABETH

Tickets £22 each = Guests to arrive 7.30pm
Formal Dress: suits, dinner jackets,
tuxedos, ball gowns, evening dresses

This led to a

meeting with the

then UK director

David L'Herroux.

David was excited

by my work on SAM119 and this led to him offering some advertising
work for Book of Hope and the development of new versions of the
Book of Hope was discussed. But it wasn't until last year when | got
a call from David who is now Executive director of UCB when things
really took off for me. David explained that Book of Hope and UCB
had joined forces and he was now in a position to offer me the work
he had in mind for me back in the meetings we had in 2005. | was
offered a chance to re-design Hope X-treme, the Book of Hope
aimed at 11- 14's and also the Word 4 U 2 Day, UCB's youth version
of the daily devotional book Word for you Today. | took the challenge
and submitted various designs for both publications which were
assessed in a number focus groups. Taking the feedback and reworking
certain elements my third set of submitted designs (pictured) were
accepted and | got the work. This is just the beginning as | have
also been offered the work to redesign and develop the whole line
of Book of Hope titles, another 5 in all and also continued work
developing graphics for UCB not only for youth centered products
but all branches of the ministry.

It's been a real thrill to see God's hand in these developments every
step of the way and has been a driving force for me to persevere
through some tough times financially as | built up my business.

UCB Book of Hopes goal for 2008 is to see one million children and
young people in the UK and Ireland receive a personal copy of Book
of Hope.

www.bookofhope.co.uk  www.ucb.co.uk
www.sjbeckettdesign.co.uk

VIREAS,

Christian Youth Worship Events

One of the BIGGEST
Youth Events in Grimshy
On the 1st March 2008

At: Oasis Academy, Wintringham School,
Weelsby Avenue, Grimsby.

From: 6.30pm until 9.00pm
(Doors open at 6.00pm)

Featuring The Gentlemen
Supported by The Steels leading worship
And much, much more...

Only £4 on the door
or £3 when pre-booked, Great discounts available for groups
see website for details

For more info & pre-bookings,
please ring 07840338085

www.f-r-e-a-k.co.uk
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Youlkavedt

The darkest day in history was over

All was lost on the cross

Beaten, battered, bruised beyond description

You gave it all - what went wrong?

This couldn't be the end of Heaven's story

Cause you came to save to beat the grave

Three days and now they're looking for your body
But you were gone and now | know

You saved the day, the day you rolled the stone away
The empty grave is there to say you reign

You saved the day; you tore the holy veil away

You opened wide the prison gates you saved the day!

MARCH 2008

Rescued from the shackles of my failure

In the dead of night you shined your light
Your gift of love is hope that springs eternal
Because of you all things are new!

0 God you rescued me from my iniquity

Your gift of love is hope that springs eternal
Because of you all things are new!

You saved the day, the day you rolled the stone away
The empty grave is there to say you reign

You saved the day; you tore the holy veil away

You opened wide the prison gates you saved the day!

Michael Neale ©2005 Integrity's Praise Music

Churches Together Good Friday service in St James Square at 11.30am.

Easter Sunday City Church Celebration The Joy of Easter' at Wintringham Academy 10.30am.
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BEYOND

When | consider the life of Jesus and the Easter
story: | think of the Son of God being sacrificed on
a cross, for me. That's not normal. | think of His
resurrection to life after three days. That's not
normal. | think of His words to His followers and
their subsequent actions. That's not normal.

Mark 16:19-20 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to
them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at
the right hand of God. Then the disciples went out
and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with
them and confirmed his word by the signs that
accompanied it.

And with God's help we live 'Beyond What's Normal'
.......... the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the

dead is living in you (Rom 8:11).

If we are going to respond to what God has been
saying to us this year:

Alan Graham's message 'What disturbs God'

By David Jones

Duane White's message ‘Operating at a new level'
Steve Uppal's message 'Warriors arise’

We will need to live '‘Beyond What's Normal', and
we can.

When David visited the battle ground where the
champion of the Philistines, Goliath, was challenging
the Israelites to send out their champion. David
asked "what's going on?" (1Sam 17) the Israelites
responded, "Do you see how this man keeps coming
out? He comes out to defy Israel”. But David was
operating on a different level and said "Who is this
uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the
armies of the living God?" The outcome was not
normal; a boy armed with a sling and a stone kills
a giant of a man who was fully armed for battle.

It's time with God's help and an understanding of
who we are in Christ to rise up and live ‘Beyond
What's Normal' It's time to call out to God and rely
on His help to be the warriors of God in our day
and generation.

A

By David Robinson

--------------------------- are you receiving? Yes
the dots and dashes are the international morse
code signal SO S.

Countless lives have been saved because well tuned
ears picked up the urgent signal and an appropriate
response was launched, SOS "save our ship”
“save our souls" “send out supplies” needless to
say in our school days we ventured into the amusing
alternative translations of SOS and so it became
“stretch or starve” “stitch our socks” “Silence our
sister" "shoot our soldiers" the possibilities are
almost endless.

Here at New Life Christian Fellowship we are
launching a church based response to SOS messages
sent in to us. Being launched in April as part of the
HOPE 08 initiative, it will need a team of
compassionate caring people who can be part of a

front line response when we receive a cry for help.
In our context, SOS will refer to SPECIAL OUTREACH
SUPPORT. This support will be accessed by phone
calls to New Life Office, to a designated mobile
phone,or by E mail etc.. Requests for help will
usually need a home visit to assess the problem and
what can be done.

Although SOS is being launched in April, its work
has been going on behind the scenes in an informal
way for a while. We now feel that the time is right
to give it a church “shape and structure” so that
church can be more responsive to community needs
and be a caring witness to N E Lincolnshire.

SOS will not be a long term befriending service, a
counselling service, an access point for cash or a
provider of emergency accommodation. So what
will it be. Here is one example.

A member of New Life congregation met a young single mum in
town who was obviously worried. It appeared that she had accrued
rent arrears and was threatened with eviction. There was a date for
the Court hearing. She did not know where she would end up.

A visit was made to the young lady. This was in the month of April
and Housing Benefit had not paid her rent since the previous December.
The way she stood hiding her hands behind her back conveyed a
message. She was self harming. Close questioning revealed that
she had suffered a bereavement which had affected her badly. Other
issues had caused severe depression. The medication prescribed by
her GP had reduced her ability to respond to, or even to open official
letters. So, because she had not supplied required information to
the Housing Benefit department, she was being evicted for rent
arrears. She did not have within herself the capacity to deal with
her own issues..

She had been visited by a representative of her landlord and by
another agency. They had not spotted the underlying causes and so
the issues were not dealt with. It seemed that instead of being
viewed as a victim, she was seen more as a wrong doer for allowing

the arrears to mount up.

In less than half a day, advocacy work had been made on her behalf
to her landlord and to the Housing Benefit department who now
agreed immediately to release a payment which would clear half the
arrears, and then to follow up with a further backdated payment as
soon as paperwork | had completed was received by them.

The eviction was cancelled and she has now enjoyed the security of
her home for a further two years without hassle.

There are others just like her who need a helping hand through their
own particular patch of difficulty. Many have fallen through the net
and if we get to know about their problems, sometimes something
can be done.

On Sunday March 2nd we will be sharing more about this during
New Life's morning service. We want to make you aware of the
need, we want to enthuse you, we want to encourage you to respond
to our SOS for caring people who want to be part of our SOS team.
Can you hear the call? === mmmin e SOS

For further details please speak with David Robinson

Student NEWS.

By Matthew Jones

As | draw to the end of my 3-year Music Technology course at Leeds
Metropolitan University, | have been reflecting on the journey and all that
| have accomplished and witnessed God do in and around me.

Beginning in September 2005, | made it a priority to find not only a church,
but also the Christian Union (CU), knowing that these would both be
absolutely vital in my development as a Christian.

A crucial verse that | try to remember and take example from is that of
Matthew 20:28 that states, ‘just as the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve.' This alone is a substantial challenge on the heart and
everyday lifestyle but coupled with one of Duane White's sayings, “see a
need, fill a need," has set servant hood as a foundational element in my
walk.

In February 2006, | was asked to be a part of the executive team of the
CU, taking on the role of Worship Co-ordinator. This involved leading
people to the Father during times of corporate worship but more than
that, to encourage them to live as worshippers, with worship not being
an "event"” we do every so often, but something that is continuous in our
daily lives noticeable in our relationships, work, priorities and evangelism.

A year quickly passed, so February 2007 saw me handing over the Worship
Co-ordinator role and taking on the Male President role of the executive
team. Completely different in terms of responsibilities, this brought with
it many new challenges. As an overseer of the CU 's direction and first
port of call for outside organisations, churches and the Students Union,
| found myself in many meetings speaking on behalf of the CU, which in
a time where Christian Unions around the country are facing many trials
and persecution is quite a daunting and testing task. My confidence came
through the Word.

' can do everything through him who gives me strength.’ Philippians 4:13

Jeremiah's letter to the exiles, affirms that 'you will seek me and find me
when you seek me with all your heart.' Jeremiah 29:13

God promises to never leave us, which is such an encouragement particularly
when facing adversity, and challenges that by no means could be overcome
by any natural means.

At 21 and having been a Christian for 10 years, | still find myself surprised
when | pray and something happens! This just prompts me to pray and
be expectant of more spectacular things to happen.

The most recent example being for our Mission Week (4th - 8th Feb),
which is the CU's (both Leeds University and Leeds Metropolitan) focused
week of evangelism events and outreach. To run this week costs a total
£3000, for things such as hiring a marquee, running a free café Monday

to Friday in both Universities, having publicity printed and so on.

By Wednesday the 30th January we had managed to raise about £2500
but had exhausted most areas of income such as the churches, CU and
fundraising activities. On that same Wednesday evening we held a joint
prayer meeting in some bodies basement from 8PM till 2AM Thursday
morning. Of many prayer requests that evening, one was for the provision
of the final £500. Friday saw just above that amount come into the account
anonymously. Praise the Lord Aimighty!

Looking back over mission week it is clear to see that God moved in both
Universities. Many non-Christians came and heard God's word proclaimed.
The event that caused the greatest attraction was during Thursday evening
where a man named David Hamilton; an ex-terrorist (formerly a part of
the UVF) gave his testimony on how he was reconciled to God whilst
serving a 43-year prison sentence! His honesty, humility and humour
captivated the 200+ people crammed in the marquee and obviously
touched hearts, exposing them to truth. Pray that we as part of the
Christian Unions and Churches are able to follow the week's events up
effectively with relevant introduction courses (such as Alpha and Bitesize).

Just this morning | was reading a book called Victory over the Darkness'
and this quote just stood out at me. It challenged me to examine my life
and the choices | make in light of my identity.

"Is who you are determined by what you do, or is what you do determined
by who you are? (Anderson, 2000, p.22).

PRAYER REQUESTS
That the courses we have set in place as an introduction to Christianity
impact and challenge peoples hearts and minds.

Pray for the members of the CU's that having served tirelessly over the
preparation and running of Mission Week, that they are refreshed and
carry the momentum through to the end of term (mid March).

It's February again so the executive teams of both CU's are changing over.
Pray that the transition will be smooth and that the new teams go into
their roles confident and with a vision for seeing people (students primarily)
exposed to the truth of who Jesus is and the incredible things He has
done.

For myself -
Pray for the relationship | am in with Harriet, that we would encourage
each other to continually seek after God wholeheartedly and expectantly.

Pray for her also as she will be taking on the Female President role on the
executive team of the CU. Pray that she recognises her confidence and
authority coming fro God above and that she too will recognise and fully
believe Philippians 4:13.



