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Claude Robinson

Where were you born and what brought you to England?
I was born in a little town called Corbie not far from the regional
capital of Picardie which is Amiens, in the north of France. I was
brought up in an even smaller town, surrounded by fields and woods
and went to High School and University in Amiens which is a
beautiful buzzing city until I left for England, quite a while ago….
I needed to do a work experiment in England or Spain to get my
degree in Business Studies and this is how I ended up in this charming
town…. So yes! I could have married the Spanish equivalent of Brian,
my wonderful husband of 4 years now, but there is nobody like Brian
anywhere in the world!!!….Haaaaaaa!!!….

What work do you do?
I work for Dunlop as a Sales Administrator, dealing with day-to-day
enquiries and orders and I have now starting managing more
substantial project work. All in English, French and even Spanish
when need be! I also recently completed a PGCE course as I thought
I would dabble in teaching as well! I worked for the Grimsby College
for 4 years teaching A-Level French, but I am now teaching privately
which is taking the pressure off a little from the endless red tape
of the College!

What interests do you have?
Well, I do love my native language and I get a buzz teaching it. It
also means that I have to keep up to date with what is going on in
France! I am very blessed by the fact that Brian loves France as well
– especially his mother in law’s specially prepared dishes and his
father-in-law’s cellar! We both love traveling abroad or escaping
to the countryside for the weekend!

When did you become a Christian?
Although now secular, France is originally a Catholic country and
so I was brought up in this faith without being a strong churchgoer.
I was baptized as a baby and confirmed at the age of twelve. When
I first met Brian, he invited me to the Alpha Course and afterwards
I made a new commitment towards Jesus during a Freedom Day led
by David Jones.

Have you got a favorite song/scripture?
Bless the Lord O my soul! (and all that is within me!)

What dreams do you have for the future?
I want to be fulfilled in everything I do and I can see Brian and me
retiring in the South of France … and I’d love a Jaguar S Type………!!!!!
One can dream, but if I keep praying about it we might just drive
down to that sunny retreat in it?

The Market Project has now moved position
– from the back – right up to the front entrance!!

This will now be our permanent home and so we have been able to
furnish the stall to make it more attractive! Also we will be able to
leave some literature on permanent display for the public to help
themselves when the stall is unmanned. We are very grateful to the
market manager for all his helpfulness and support.

Please keep praying that the presence of Christians (from various
churches) on this stall will have positive results! Come & say hello
or even get involved – all you need is a love for Jesus, a love for
people & a friendly smile!

We are there every Saturday 9.30 – 13.30 Freeman Street Market.

The
Market
Project

David Jones

For a long time I have been fascinated by the phrase ‘The
gracious hand of the Lord was upon me’.  It is found in
the books of Ezra & Nehemiah on a number of occasions.
Both men recognised that any success they had, in fulfilling
their God-given tasks, could only be attributed to the
grace of God upon their lives.

It still stands today; if we want to accomplish the tasks that God
has given us whether as individuals or together as the people of God,
we need the gracious hand of the Lord upon us.
We sing about the Grace of God all the time but I want us to not
just sing about it, but think about it, get ourselves in a position were
we can receive it and remain in a place were we can live in it.
The dictionary defines Grace as a favour rendered by one who need
not do so. It is also traditionally thought of as God’s unmerited favour
towards us.  But much more than that, God’s grace enables us to be
who He wants us to be and do what HE wants us to do.
I recently read this:
‘When a person works an eight-hour day and receives a fair day's
pay for his time, that is a wage.
When a person competes with an opponent and receives a trophy
for his performance, that is a prize.
When a person receives appropriate recognition for his long service
or high achievements, that is an award.

But when a person is not capable of earning a wage, can win no
prize, and deserves no award, yet receives such a gift anyway, that
is what we mean when we talk about the grace of God.’

Saving Grace
Salvation is ongoing in our lives, it’s not a one hit wonder! WE ARE
SAVED, WE ARE BEING SAVED, AND WE WILL BE SAVED.  The Holy
Spirit is continually releasing the active power of grace into our lives,
by which we are being changed more and more into the likeness of
Christ.
• We have been saved ~  Eph 2v8 It is by grace you have been saved
• We are being saved ~ 1 Cor 1v18 The message of the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to those who are being
saved it is the power of God
• We will be saved ~ Rom 5v9 Since we have been justified by His
blood how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through
Him
This is the grace that comes from the God who was, who is, and is
to come, and combining these three thoughts, Paul writes in Titus
2v11-13 The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all
men. It teaches us to say no to ungodliness and worldly passions and
to live self controlled, upright and godly lives in the present age, while
we wait for the blessed hope of the glorious appearing of our great
God and Saviour Jesus Christ

continues on page 2
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Visiting HTB for the Alpha Conference it is easy to think
how well they have everything all together, but listening
to Sandy Millar (former vicar of HTB) share the history of
the church, makes you realise the many trials they had to
go through to get to where they are today. When Sandy
came to HTB in the early 80’s the church was dying,
irrelevant and had an ageing population.

Sandy wondered how it could be turned around. How could
it grow? To bring about change needs time and teaching
to explain to the church the reasons why change is needed.
The packaging needs to change but not the central message.
It will take a radical church to reach a radically lost world,
and if change outside takes place faster than on the inside,
then death is inevitable.

Alpha transformed HTB and made it what it is today and
indeed has transformed churches worldwide.

Another highlight of the conference included the testimony
time, the impact Alpha had made on many lives. Some of
the people sharing testimonies were committed atheists

before completing the Alpha course and were determined
to expose Alpha as a cult!  They ended up giving their lives
to Christ and are now leading Alpha courses themselves.

I liked the way Nicky Gumbel asked each one what difference
Jesus had made to their lives. He didn’t want them to put
the focus on Alpha or those running Alpha, for it is Jesus
who transforms lives.

The speakers were refreshingly honest, not only sharing
the success of Alpha but the many disappointments when
people don’t come through, and the hard work involved
in running each Alpha Course.
Phil Grigg, John Games and I found
time in the conference to escort
Carole Lake to Harrods just down
the road from HTB, in her quest
for a toilet brush; I think the staff
must have thought she was
somebody special to have three
minders in tow. Please speak to
her to find out how she got on!
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Alpha Evening
Parkway Cinema

Buffet Reception

Jazz Musician

Guest Speaker

Nigel Skelsey
(HTB Brompton)

Tuesday 23rd September

6.45pm start

Tickets £8 available from

Parkway Cinema

We are so thrilled to invite you to
our 27th annual Grapevine
celebration. It is such a great honour
that so many of our friends have
chosen to be with us this year.
We believe The Church is always the means and carrier
of Hope to our world. It is our belief that this year's
event will fuel that hope for you and your church.
Our desire is that you will be strengthened, refreshed
and empowered to pursue God's great plan for your
life and Church.

The best is yet to come...

Stuart Bell

Guest speakers include:
Stuart Bell
Paul Reid

Paul Alexander
Priscilla Reid
Tony Miller

Rachel Hickson
David Ring

with The Grapevine Worship Team
Plus events for

young adults, youth and children

Effective Grace
As you consider the following scriptures you will
see how powerful God’s grace is:
John1v14 The word became flesh and dwelt among
us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and
only, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth ……. v16 From the fullness of His grace we have
all received one blessing after another
Acts 4v33 With great power the apostles continued
to testify of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus and
much grace was upon them al, (this was after they
had prayed for great boldness)
Acts 6v8 Stephen ~ A man full of God’s grace and
power, did great signs and wonders among the people
Heb 4v16 Let us then approach the throne of grace
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need.
1Tim 1v14 The grace of the Lord was poured out on
me abundantly
Today you may be going through tough
circumstances, be encouraged with the words of
the Apostle Paul, 2 Cor 12v9 (regarding what he
calls his ‘thorn in flesh’) Three times I pleaded with
the Lord to take it away from me ~ But He said to
me ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness’

Grace is an Active Force
The grace of God will take you to places that you
would never get to in your own strength or ability.
The favour of God brought Nehemiah into a
position before the King. Somebody once said

“The will of God will never take you to where the
grace of God will not protect you”
Paul was able to say, 1 Cor 3:10 By the grace God
has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder,
and someone else is building on it. He recognised
that it was God’s grace that enabled him to be a
foundation layer for the early church and he also
acknowledged that others would be ‘graced’ to play
their part. He went on to say,  2 Cor 9:8 God is able
to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things
at all times, having all that you need, you will abound
in every good work

The grace of God is the foundation for our Salvation
and our service for Him.  We receive God’s grace by
living in His will. This grace then gives us the ability
to carry out the will of God and recognise that His
grace is only made effective when we move forward
in faith.
I encourage you to:
• Continue in the grace of God, Acts 13:43 In Antioch
Paul & Barnabas urged them to continue in the grace
of God
• Testify to the grace of God, Acts 20:24 Paul said
the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying
to the gospel of God's grace.
• Commend one another to the grace of God, Acts
15:40 Just as Paul and Silas set off on a missionary
journey, they were commended by the brothers to
the grace of the Lord.

Taken from a message by David Jones at City Church Celebration
8th June 2008
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We both arrived at the Target Skysports base
at Hibaldstow at 8.30am on a beautiful, sunny
morning ready to do our tandem skydive.  There were already lots of
similarly crazy people there and we had to wait what seemed like an
eternity for our turn.  It was good to have the support and company of
many folk from church – was it support, or a group of people ensuring
we went through with the jump?

At about 1pm we were called through for our comprehensive training –
20 minutes of instruction and form signing.  Instruction included what
would happen if you were sick on the way down (they reckon they detach
you!!), forms included signing to say you acknowledge that it is a dangerous
sport.  Feeling encouraged, we then went to put on jumpsuits and tried
to avoid wearing the hat in front of anyone we knew (photos available
at a price).

After a short wait we were led to the bus which took us to our ‘Airfix’
plane.  After 15 minutes of climbing through clouds, reaching  an altitude
of 15000ft (3 miles) the reality of the situation that we were about to
jump out of a perfectly good plane, finally hits home.  The door opens and
we tentatively edge towards the exit, until we are dangling out of the
plane while the instructors complete their final checks.
With a shouted reminder to “look up!” we suddenly realise that it’s too

late to change our minds.  Suddenly we are launched out of the
plane and are freefalling towards the beautiful Lincolnshire countryside
at 120mph.  The rushing air is the only sound we can hear as we plummet
downwards, relying totally on the skill of our instructors.
After about a minute the parachute opens and we complete a few corkscrew
turns for good measure – just the landing to worry about now!  We were
very grateful to land in one piece as our instructors brought us down right
on target in front of the watching crowd.

We would like to thank everyone who supported us in our bid to raise
money for the St John Ambulance Service (Grapevine team).  Thanks to
all those who paid out good money to ensure we jumped out of the plane
and thanks to those who were praying for our survival!  Once all the
sponsor money has been collected we hope to be able to hand over a
cheque in the region of £1500 which will go towards new equipment for
use at the Showground and around the Lincolnshire area.
It was certainly an exhilarating experience.  Would we do it again?
Probably not, but as they say “Never say never....”

By Ali Beedie and Andy Kinson

By Steve Goeminne
AT HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON

ALPHA CONFERENCE
 MY THOUGHTS ON THE


