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I am no longer my own, but yours.

Put me to what you will,
rank me with whom you will;
put me to doing,
put me to suffering;
let me be employed for you
or laid aside for you,
exalted for you
or brought low for you;

let me be full,
let me be empty;
let me have all things,
let me have nothing;
I freely and wholeheartedly yield
all things to your pleasure and disposal.

And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours.

So be it.

And the covenant now made on earth,
Let it be ratified in heaven.

Amen

These words of Wesley date from 1755.

By David Jones

The heart of the gospel is all about repaired or restored relationships.
The good news is that God has reconciled us to Himself. 2Cor 5:17-
19   if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the
new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's
sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation.
The dictionary defines ‘reconciled’ in two ways:
to bring two or more people back into a friendly relationship with
each other after a dispute or estrangement……..

to make two or more apparently conflicting things consistent or
compatible.
If we are not reconciled with God, and with one another, how can
we effectively carry out the ministry of reconciliation? Sadly in the
21st Century, relationships in the Body of Christ do go wrong. This
is not a new phenomena, it was happening in Jesus’ day. He taught
on the subject in Matt 18:15 -17    If your brother sins against you,
go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens
to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take
one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by
the testimony of two or three witnesses.' If he refuses to listen to

Tim was born and grew up in Macau while Linda was born and
grew up in Grimsby. Linda was a member of Grimsby New Life for
many years before God called her to serve Him in Amsterdam,
Hong Kong and now Macau. Tim and Linda have just had their
14th Wedding Anniversary. Bethanie, their daughter was born in
Macau and will become a teenager on 8th February.

What are we doing in Macau? Well, Bethanie is studying at the
Anglican Primary School here, which uses English and Mandarin
as the media of instruction. She will graduate to Secondary School
next September. In her spare time she likes to play with her friends,
most of whom are Eurasian like her. She is creative and likes to
design things on the computer. She likes to swim, read Enid Blyton
books and play flute. Right now she loves anything to do with
High School Musical 1 or 2.

Tim is the Ministry Director for Macau Christian Prison Ministries
and loves to visit and encourage prisoners, ex-prisoners and their
families. He doesn’t like the office work that goes with it so please,
please pray for an assistant. Ground Level has given us a very
generous financial gift for this but, unfortunately, so far, we haven’t
appointed anyone. Right now Tim has Hepatitis C and is not able
to fulfill his commitments as Director. The treatment is injections
of peg-interferon every Tuesday and tablets of ribavirin twice a
day. There are so many side-effects of these drugs and Tim is on
sick leave. However he is trying to make three visits to the prison
each week on Monday morning [with Linda] to visit the women’s
prison [about 15 women] and Monday afternoon to teach music
in the men’s prison [40 men] and finally Saturday morning to take
the Christian meetings in the men’s prison. There are 80 men in
8 groups each month. In his spare time Tim likes to read the
newspaper, watch the Manchester United TV channel from Thailand
and cook. He likes to go to our apartment in China to cycle in the
countryside but right now he doesn’t have any strength for this.
We would really appreciate your prayers for healing for Tim

Linda is a housewife and mother so you all know what that entails.
She is also Tim’s secretary, in that she does all his English
correspondence Now that Tim is sick, Linda has to do the shopping
and cooking every day which she hasn’t been used to since she
left the UK!!! [I can see that some of you are jealous!!!]
Linda is in charge of the teaching of the women in the Ladies’
prison every Monday while Tim plays guitar. She also oversees the
follow up of all the female ex-inmates who have attended the
meetings. Linda is also the assistant leader of a weekly Bible Study
for ex- patriot women in Macau.
In her spare time she likes to swim, go shopping [she’s a female!!],
read magazines & Christian books and last week thoroughly enjoyed
herself giving Bethanie a tennis lesson for the first time.

Tim, Linda & Bethanie Ng.

• Healing for Tim
• Strength to cope with the pressure of Tim’s treatment
• Healing for Linda (Arthritis in knees)
• God’s blessing on the womens teaching work in prisons
• Tim would be able to fulfil his responsibilities as director of prison
   ministries during his treatment

Prayer points

Over the last month thousands of shoe boxes stuffed with gifts
have been arriving at the Blue Star warehouse on Pyewipe.
Volunteers have been checking and packing boxes in an atmosphere
of lively chatter, music and laughter. The mountain of boxes grew
daily and the workers beavered away day and night until eventually
the last box was taped and packed.

This year an amazing 27,104 (at the last count) Christmas boxes
have come from all over our area. Children in Kyrgystan and Serbia
will be receiving their gifts over the next few weeks. It has been
great fun to fill the boxes and we pray that those who open them
will feel our love and the true love of Jesus who motivates us.
Thank you to all who contributed - now we start collecting for
next year!

If anyone is interested in knitting hats etc. sewing or making items
for next years boxes we have patterns and ideas available. Contact
Hank & Pam Rawlin (New Life) or Janet Robertson (Vine).

Ball which will take place in February
date & time to be confirmed....

Dress: ball gowns,
tuxedo, dinner jackets!

Glass slippers optional!!

You are invited to the

Submitted by Pam Withers
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them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen
even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan
or a tax collector. Basically Jesus says ‘make every
effort to get things right….

How do you know things are not right relationally?
We begin to feel resentful towards someone.  Maybe
they have let us down or broken our trust.
We sense that they owe us an apology.
Just hearing the person’s name causes a reaction
within us, and it’s not a good feeling!
We find it difficult to speak well of the person.
The temptation to speak to others about them is
very strong.
We tend to ignore the person and avoid eye contact.
We find it difficult to ask God to bless them.
Do you know that a breakdown in relationship with
your brother or sister will actually begin to affect
your relationship with God?  Jesus said, Matt 5:23-
24  if you are offering your gift at the altar and there
remember that your brother has something against
you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First
go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and
offer your gift. When that awareness drops into your
mind, we are not told to rebuke the devil or try to

forget about it.  We should leave our worship and
go and put things right.

How are we to go about repairing relationships?
  GO!
Matt 8:15 Jesus begins by putting the ball in our
court ‘You go’. It’s here that we usually find any
number of excuses for not going.
I’ll wait for them to come to me.
It’s wrong to judge other people.
I could be mistaken.
I could offend the person.
I am inexperienced at this.
I’ll tell someone else, they can go.
I am hurt, but it doesn’t matter.
It’s their problem, not mine.
I’m scared about going.

But Jesus said ‘YOU GO!’

So, how should we go?

To hear more of this message get the cd ‘Repairing
Broken Relationships’ by David Jones.

'I wanted to ask Jesus Christ into my life and ask
for his forgiveness because I felt something was
missing from my life. Life felt empty even though
I had a very loving partner in Mark.  I also had lots
of questions, which I needed to find the answers
to.  Auntie Pat, a close relative, frequently talked
about Jesus to me.  This sparked an interest in me
and I wanted to know more.  Anna and Pete,
close neighbours and church members, asked if we
would like to go to church on Sunday mornings. 
This we decided to do and when we started asking
Hugh questions, he suggested that we do an Alpha
course. 
 
We accepted the invitation and, as well as getting
a lot of answers to my questions, we have made
new friends.  To encourage Mark we have done

two more courses and we have enjoyed helping
the Alpha team. 
 
Doing the Alpha course has changed my life:-
• I now think more about other people, especially
my Mum and Dad, because they are both ill.
• I get on better with my 13 year old son.
• I don't shout at Mark so much.
• I'm really at peace now.

Deciding to become a Christian last Christmas was
the most important decision of my life.  The biggest
highlight since then was following one of Jesus'
commands to get water baptized, which took place
on July 4th 2007.
 
Now that I am 'born again' and cleansed of all my
sins I want to follow the plan He has for my life.
I know Jesus has many more gifts for me as I
continue to walk with Him.  I can say that I really
love having Jesus in my life.
 
I would love for Mark and me to get married, and
if we are successful in buying the Weelsby Rd
church building, it would be the perfect venue.'

(interviewed by Paul Brown)

Anne Turk

ALPHA
TESTIMONY

Greetings from Wales…  We’ve had a good year.  Red Rock, our leadership and team
work training company, has been able to deliver courses in the UK, Egypt, Kazakhstan
and Morocco.  Feels like we’ve taken great steps forward in this and hope to start the
process of establishing offices in Cairo (Egypt) and Almaty (Kazakhstan) in 2008. Mim’s
successfully facilitated the training of another great group of gap year students. The
New Year will see them starting their placements in far flung corners of the world. 
Wishing you all a very exciting and fulfilling 2008 and hope our paths cross somewhere
on the way.

A few prayer points:

NICK: Red Rock International
•       Finding the right people in Egypt and Kazakhstan that we can start to train and employ.
•       Getting good business in the countries we are working
•       Having access and Godly influence to the senior figures of industry and commerce in Kazakhstan and Egypt.

MIM: Gap Year
• New team members to assist Mim and to help facilitate growth, with skills of:
- computer / media to make profiles of the placements or
- administration or
- discipling
• For the students to settle into their team placements and be able to contribute and be a blessing.

Other:
• For our witness in the town of Llanelli to bear fruit this year with friends coming to know the Lord

Hi City Church, great to hear from you. We are good in a
very difficult situation. We would love to thank the church
for all their love for us and the financial support for our
ministry for another year. Gods blessing be on all of you!

God has saved multitudes of children this past year. We
have fed thousands, clothed thousands and seen changed
lives! YOU have been part of this. We thank God on every
remembrance of you. We pray that 2008 may be a year of
stretching out your tent pegs, of stretching your hearts, of
stretching your faith and a year of growth in your love for
God and the people in this world he died for!
We look forward to seeing you all in Jan. God bless, Alan
and Dorothy Graham

Alan will be visiting City church on the 20th
January.

To Pastor David, family and all our dear friends and
supporters at the Vine Christian Fellowship, here's wishing
you the very best that God's got to offer for this New Year.
We ourselves have massive plans for 2008. Two more wells
are soon to be dug in the desert area of Colombia known
as the Guajira, giving a vitally needed water supply to the
Wayuu Indian tribe and their animals. The Christian college
construction is progressing, even partially built we are still
educating 500 of the poorest of poor children there. The
church plants are all in a state of growth. However, our
greatest joy came on 11th August, 2007 when our son
David Hudson Taylor was born. We are believing that God's
got a special plan, purpose & destiny for David Hudson, we
also desire to have that believe for all of you too!
 
God bless, here serving the children.... Dave, Dary Luz,
Maria Camila & David Hudson Taylor

Nick & Mim Ashley

Alan & Dorothy Graham Hudson Taylor Family

DUANE
WHITE

NEW LIFE CENTRE
GRIMSBY 31st JAN Congratulations to Kevin Withers

the winner of last months caption competition!

"If they'd been prepared to call it the

'Jackson Six' I'd have been well in!"


