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ALPHA
TESTIMONY

Kathy Leverton
I was asked to write a review on the Alpha Holy Spirit residential
weekend. Firstly I will tell you how I came to be on the Alpha course
and where I am in regards to Christianity. A few years ago I would
have said that I had no religious beliefs, and had no desire or need
to have any. Also if I am honest on the few times that I had attended
church with my wife I was incomfortable with some of the things
that I saw, hands waving, people crying and falling about, I was there
but I just didn’t get it. I thought “Nutters”.

I didn’t have much of a clue what the Alpha course was about until
the first night I attended with my wife who is a practising Christian
which is one of the reasons I attended. I did not know many people
on the course and was apprehensive. Well it was not what I expected
but I found myself interested in what was being talked about. All
the questions that I had annoyed my wife with, I was able to ask
and to get answers that I did not expect and the people were really
nice and normal (no nutters). My curiosity plus the fact that I was
enjoying myself made me go the next week and so on. So to the Holy
Spirit weekend...
I was told that this was the highlight of the course but no one said
why. Luckily it was my weekend off so I was able to attend. Again
not really having much of a clue what the day was about. There were
lots of people I knew so I was relaxed and open minded about the
day. The day started with introductions of the people facilitating the
day and we were given a run down of what the day was about.
The day got started with worship. I found myself singing and, further
more enjoying singing, about God. That was odd, but nice. Then the
talk began about the Holy Spirit. The day really began with the
introduction of William Prentice who was presenting the main talk
on the Holy Spirit. William’s presentation was enthusiastic, passionate
and infectious. He presented the subject in a way that made me feel
he was talking and relating to me. William invited the Holy Spirit to
fill the room and invited people to come  to the front to be prayed
for and be filled with the Holy Spirit. I won’t lie at this point, I felt
uneasy and vulnerable.

As the talk went on I found myself becoming almost overwelmed,
emotional and very, very hot (I don’t think it was anything to do with
the heating) and I felt that being new all the eyes were on me waiting
to see if I was going to move and how I would react. Well I didn’t
need to worry. I sat back and watched. Almost everyone took the
opportunity to be prayed for and to be filled with the Holy Spirit. I
could not have imagined what happened next, people being prayed
for by several people and William talking to people telling them what
God has planned for them and advice for them. People became
emotional, crying and falling to the ground. This went on for some
time with singing and people speaking in tongues. It was a very
uplifting atmosphere. There was no pressure for me to join in but at
the end I wished I had.

In my statement earlier I referred to Christians as ‘nutters’. Well, the
people I have met and have got to know are intelligent, honest and
down to earth. Although lots of very crazy things went on that day
I believe it was genuine.
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In June 2007 the parents of New Life Childcare and
our friends and supporters within New Life Church
collected ‘Cash for Clubs’ tokens from the Evening
Telegraph in a bid to win a desperately needed cash
prize.

Although we were unsuccessful in this because we didn’t collect
enough tokens, we were chosen above all the other organisations
as being the most deserving organisation of a ROK Community
Challenge.

Running a busy, successful nursery at the New Life Centre on Freeman
Street has taken its toll on the building over the years. We currently
provide a collective 810 hours of childcare and nursery education
each week for 75 families.

Winning the challenge means that on Saturday 16th and Sunday
17th February ROK will bring in a team of skilled workers, giving
their time as volunteers to refurbish and makeover the New Life
Centre at no cost to ourselves.

This will consist of:
• new carpet in main room • new linoleum flooring in toilet area
• walls and ceiling painted • new fire door
• new front double doors • one way film on windows

A condition of the challenge going ahead is that we recruit
a significant number of our own volunteers to assist with
the makeover – we only have 2 days to complete it.

Consequently  we need people to help with painting, clearing,
cleaning and keeping a constant flow of tea and food etc,
therefore any time you would be able to give will be crucial
to ensuring that this event takes place. Just a few hours
would make a real difference.

To ensure that we have enough volunteers present at all times we
will operate a rota which will be available for you to sign upon a
Sunday morning.

.
If you can help us or would like more information please ring Tracy Collins at New Life Childcare on 232307

 or see Jackie Fortune, John Games or Jane Sylvester.

It's Thursday night and I've just got home from the Alpha course at St. James
hotel. It was a lovely evening as usual, all going well, then Shane uttered the
words I'd dreaded "We would like you to write a testimony about the Alpha
course", only this time I wasn't worried about it, I know what I want to say,
so here goes.

Earlier on in the course Shane told us about the time he became a Christian.
He had read a story about a young boy on a beach with thousands of starfish
which he was throwing back into the sea one by one to save them. Shane
himself then went for a walk on the beach one day only to find lots and lots
of starfish washed ashore by a huge wave. I turned round and said "I want
to see MY starfish", meaning that I wanted something amazing to happen
to help me decide.

The next Thursday at Alpha we had split into our groups after coffee and were
chatting about the week's topic. I noticed Melissa grinning at me from across
the other side of our circle, I was thinking to myself now she's either had one
wine too many or I'm missing something here. Suddenly She apologised for
interrupting, grabbed Sharon's bible (which she only brought with her that
one week), held it up to me pointed to the picture on the front and said "Look
Kathy there's your starfish!", at which I promptly burst into tears. Anyway
that was the start of it. After that starfish kept on popping up. I'd be playing
games on my computer and starfish would be in them somewhere, Debs gave
me a picture of a starfish she had seen in a magazine, they would appear on
telly.

It got to bonfire night and my children  and I went to Matt and Melissa's
house to have a sparkler party. While I was there I thought I'd have a look
at Melissa's birthday cards. The first one I picked up was a little hand made
one and guess what  was on the front? That's right a starfish!
Later on we were all out in the garden and I happened to look down at the
ground and there between my feet was a plastic starfish which Melissa said
wasn't theirs and didn't know where it had come from.

That was the final push I needed. On the 5th November I finally gave in and
realised God must really want to be in my life. So I went home, went to bed,
said a prayer quietly to myself and became a Christian.

Thank you to everyone on Alpha for all the support I've had and I look forward
to getting to know my new Christian family.
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By David Jones

This year sees the ‘Hope 08’ initiative unfold
across the nation. This message is not for the
church, (the church should already have hope)
but through the church, the message is for the
city. Each one of us is called to be an agent of
hope within our own sphere of influence.

In our world today there are so many people who
have lost hope, with hurts, problems, sickness,
troubles, financial worries, family problems, world
issues, political concerns, etc. It seems the world
has little or no hope.

When Ezekiel saw the valley of dry bones, to say
there was little hope would be a gross
understatement.

Ezek 37:11 'Our bones are dried up and our hope is
gone; we are cut off.’

It needed someone with faith to bring some hope
back onto the scene. Having heard the word from
God, Ezekiel acted upon it by prophesying in faith.
A transformation took place and that fallen army
came to life again.

When the children of Israel crossed the Jordan into
their promised land they were faced with what
seemed like a naturally hopeless situation. Joshua
6:1-3 ‘Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of
the Israelites. No one went out and no one came
in.  Then the LORD said to Joshua, "See, I have
delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its
king and its fighting men…….. March around the
city.’

Joshua, like Ezekiel stepped out in faith, being
obedient to the word from God and again the
situation was transformed, the city was defeated.

The difference between hope and faith is that hope
is always in the future and faith always in the
present. Romans 8:24 ‘Who hopes for what he
already has?’ Hope is expecting, faith is accepting.
The language of hope is, "He will bless"; the language
of faith is, "He does bless."
Hebrews 11:1 defines faith as, ‘being sure of what
we hope for and certain of what we do not see.’
Hope is a part of faith; in fact, it is built upon it.
Hope is looking to the future with anticipation of
being rewarded for a life lived in faith.

So what does a church of agents of hope look like?
It must be a church of faith…… I believe the church
has got to move from being a church of hope to a
church of Faith. I looked to the church in the early
part of the Acts of the Apostles for some pointers.
At the beginning of Acts 2…… I suggest the church
was living in hope …. Acting on the words of Jesus
‘Wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit comes upon
you’…….. They were all together in one place….. In
the words of Psalm 119:74 ‘I have put my hope in
your word’. They were waiting and looking forward

with expectation, hope.  But for them to bring hope
to the City, they needed fresh faith….. It came.

1. They were filled with the Holy Spirit Acts 2v1-4
with incredible results  (v38 -41) the church grew
from 120 to over 3,000 in a day.  To facilitate this
growth (v42) ‘They devoted themselves to the
apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer and’ (v43) They
were filled with awe.  The Apostle Paul said, Romans
15:13 ‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit’.

The atmosphere was changing

2. They experienced fellowship (friendship &
provision) (v44-45)   All the believers were together
and had everything in common. Selling their
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he
had need.

That sustained atmosphere was changing the
climate

3. They enjoyed favour The church was obviously
enjoying the favour of God but also (v47) they were
enjoying the favour of all the people.

The culture was changing

4. They saw frequent salvation (v47) The miracle of
salvation was not just a one-off mass crusade event
on the day of Pentecost but it continued every day.

5. They saw frequent healing The church living in
faith and carrying hope (ch. 3v1-9) experienced
supernatural miracles of healing.

Today you may have been enduring ill health
……..1Thessalonnians  1:3 ‘We continually remember
…….. your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ’.  Today let’s move from future promise
to now receive …

Know this 1Peter 2:24 ‘He himself bore our sins in
his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins
and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have
been healed’.. This is not a promise, it’s a fact!
Move from future promise to, now receive …

6. They had boldness After the out pouring of the
Holy Spirit the church experienced a new boldness
(v14) -   Peter & John exuded courage, not arrogance
but boldness that was very significant in the eyes
of the authorities.

Are we ready to be 21st century agents of hope?
Are we ready to live in faith? There comes a point
when we ourselves have to move from hope to
faith…

Tim, Linda & Bethanie Ng.

Well, we have some good news!! Today Tim had an appointment to
see the specialist and he told us that there was no sign of the virus
in the last blood test. Rejoice with us!! However, to answer your next
question, ‘no that does not mean that he can stop the treatment’,
unfortunately. He must still continue for 32 more weeks!!! He’s just
over a third of the way through. His liver function is a little high so
please pray that this will come down.

Shirley Hardy

Thanks for praying for my latest trip. I met a
couple called Tim and Helen Saunders in
Melbourne who may be key in helping me develop
my work in Australia.

Can you come up with a caption for the picture of David and Pete, above? The best entry sent
to news@nelcitychurch.co.uk will win a £5 voucher for Tesco or WHSmith (winner’s choice).

All entries should reach us by13th February. Mark your email ‘Caption Competition’

If you have a photo you would like to submit for future caption competitions please contact
us at news@nelcitychurch.org.uk or speak to one of the editorial team.

We're currently considering running
a short 4 or 5 week Digital Camera
and Imaging course, for people who
have recently bought a digital camera
and want to know how to get the
most out of it, or people thinking of
buying one and not sure what to buy.

If you're interested, please talk to
Mark Wooffindin, Steve Beckett or
Peter Jones.

In addition if there are other areas of
arts related computer training that
you're interested in, please let us
know. In the future we could offer
training in areas such as:
desktop publishing, digital art,
sound recording, creating and
writing music on computer, video
editing....etc.
So if you're interested in these or
something similiar please ask.

Please continue to give
us feedback and ideas.

using arts to build bridges
between church & the community

Taken from the13th Jan 08 message
Naomi has been with us since leaving

Mattersey Bible College in June 2003 and

now feels that the Lord is moving her on to

new things!

She will be leaving us on Jan 28th to move

to Ilford, where she will become a partner with Interserve/Urban

Vision. Urban Vision exists to make Jesus Christ known to the ethnic

minorities through the local church. Naomi will be based at the Ilford

High Rd Baptist church. Her mandate is to be a part of a church

based team involved in cross-cultural evangelism as a self-funded

Asian Women’s Worker.

Some of the things that Naomi will be involved in are –

Developing relationships with Asian contacts in the church, including

social action such as Language Link and Mother & Toddler groups

Home visitation to develop relationships initiated through social

action programmes

Bible studies with seekers and discipling those who make a

commitment.

Motivating and facilitating the Masala Group women in outreach

and evangelism to the Asian community in the area.

Being a part of the Asian Ministry Management Team.

Naomi would appreciate prayer for accommodation (she will be living

with a Sikh convert initially), a part-time job for the short term and

continued funding as she becomes a partner with Urban Vision. Let

us continue to pray for Naomi as she is sent out from us, and thank

God for the blessing that she has been to us as a fellowship!!

Naomi would love to hear from friends and can be contacted
C/o Ilford High Road Baptist Church, 332 High Rd, Ilford,
Essex IG1 1QP.

Naomi

Sajeed William 29 years old was unfortunately
shot and killed in Peshawar on January 17th.

Sajeed was one of the leaders of Pastor Hashmat's
Assemblies of God church in Peshawar and was
employed by the Christian charity Shelter Now
International as their office manager. Shelter
Now International provides clothing, shelter and
nourishment for thousands of refugees who are
without shelter during the harsh winter.

Sajeed left the office at 5.00pm to join his wife
at the church prayer meeting and was shot at
the railway level crossing. Sajeed a very popular
and highly respected young man was married to
Sarah and they have a 2 year old daughter
Hosanna. Sajeed's parents and brother also live
in Peshawar.

Please pray for Sarah and their close family and
Pastor Hashmat and the staff of Shelter Now
International as they are deeply shocked at this
time.

In Pakistan, Christian organisations, hospitals
and even schools have repeatedly been targets
of Islamic extremists and in recent months the
level of violence has increased dramatically.

Sajeed is the second member of Pastor Hashmat's
church to be killed in the last 2 years. Please
remember them in your prayers.


