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On Sunday 1st 
November the 
children of City 
Church focussed 
on those needy 
children around 
the world. 

They had some guests 
in to talk to them and 

to explain wha the charity is all about. We were very moved by some of the 
pictures we saw. They showed us the awful conditions these children live 
in. One child was heard to say “ Please don’t show mw any more photos!” 
Another commented that the children’s homes needed ‘Extreme Makeover!’.

Fired up by what they saw they then put all their energies into fi lling boxes
for these desperate children. All of them were so busy fi lling boxes they 
didn’t notice the time fl ying by. In half an hour they fi lled 45 boxes, with 
useful and interesting objects but also with their love as each child had 
been moved by what they had seen.

One of our guests remarked that City Church kids were ‘Special children 
packing shoe boxes for special children’. A very appropriate comment. It was 
a real priviledge to see our children so absorbed in the well-being of others.

Thank you to every one who helped in any way. This year our boxes will go 
to children who have never received a shoe box before.... so we pray they 
will be really blessed.

Throughout December in our Christmas 
celebrations and presentations we 
will be using the theme of ‘Dreams & 
Angels’ to capture again the amazing 
story of Christ’s nativity. 

Imagine having an angel appear to you in a dream, 
with a message that will change your life from 
that moment on. That’s exactly what happened to 
a guy called Joseph who had a carpentry business 
in the town of Nazareth.  Matthew 1:20 An angel 
of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth 
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.” …
Wow, Joseph must have woken up in a cold sweat. 
Matthew goes on … 22 All this took place to fulfi l 
what the Lord had said through the prophet:  
23 ”The virgin will be with child and will give birth 
to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” —which 
means, “God with us.” 

There is probably no one in history that has been 
given more names or titles than Jesus. As you read 
through the Bible you will fi nd over 100 different 
names and titles given to Jesus. He is called “Bright 
morning star, Wonderful Counsellor, the Root of 
Jesse, the Alpha and the Omega, the Lamb of God”, 
to name just a few, and each of these names and 

titles illustrates a different facet of the character 
of Jesus. At this time of year we are reminded of 
a very signifi cant name given to Him; “Immanuel”. 
This name, which Matthew reminds us, was fi rst 
given to Jesus by the prophet Isaiah 700 years 
before His birth (Isaiah 7:14). And as Matthew 
records, Immanuel means, “God with us.” Jesus 
Christ is Immanuel. Max Lucado, in his book, ‘God 
came near’, describes the scene: “Divinity entering 
the world on the fl oor of a stable, through the 
womb of a teenager, and in the presence of a mere 
carpenter.” Jesus was, and is, truly Immanuel—God 
with us. John reminds us that Jesus pitched his 
tent among us; he made his dwelling among us and 
Isaiah prophesied (Isaiah 9). 2 The people walking 
in darkness have seen a great light; on those living 
in the land of the shadow of death a light has 
dawned……. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the 
increase of his government and peace there will be 
no end.  In Jesus, God moved into our world, with 
all its pain, sorrow, shame, and sin. The one who 
created the universe, who moulded and shaped 
each of us in his own image, became one of us. 

Take time this Christmas to share the good news 
and offer your own thanks to God for the gift of 
His Son.

God with us?
David Jones

Saturday, 12th December
Kids Church Christmas presentation
‘Hosanna Rock’

City Church Centre.
Children to arrive by 5.45 for 6.00pm start.
Tea & Coffee will be served while the children 
get ready to retell the true story of Christmas.

Sunday 20th December
City Church Christmas presentation
‘Dreams & Angels’

Toll Bar Business & Enterprise College 3.00pm 
Bring your family & friends along for another 
opportunity to hear the Christmas story and to 
share in tea, coffee and mince pies.

Monday 21th December
Kids Church Christmas Party

With visit from a ‘special visitor’
City Church Centre
5.00 – 6.30pm

CITY CHURCH Christmas Services
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