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Have you noticed when God’s love is missing from our lives our attitude

tends to get corrupted. If you find yourself struggling with your attitude

today then the remedy is to get a good dose of God’s love.

1 John 4v16 God is love, whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in Him.

This is the kind of Love that is directed to another rather than yourself,

selfless love that is released in us through the Holy Spirit. Romans 5v5 God

has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. It’s this love that

God wants us to have that will create the great attitude we need.

Paul challenged the church at Corinth on this very issue. 1 Corinthians 13:4-

8…. He said… Love is:

Patient ~ ability to put up with continued difficulty for a long time without

getting angry

Kind ~ interested in the feelings and happiness of others

Not envious ~ not begrudging or feeling discontent when you see what

others have

Not boastful ~ not showing off or bragging

Not proud ~ not puffed up

Not rude ~ not abusive but sensitive

Not self seeking ~ not overly ambitious to the cost of others

Not easily angered ~ not allowing feelings of hate or bearing grudges

Keeps no record of wrong ~ not seeking retribution, not blaming others

Does not delight in evil but rejoices in the truth ~ honouring God’s word

Always protects ~ not revealing the mistakes of others, giving security

Always trusts ~ has confidence in others

Always hopes ~ creates anticipation and confidence

Always perseveres ~ remains committed to the task

Paul says of this love, 2 Corinthians 5v14-15, Christ’s love compels us

……that we should no longer live for ourselves but for Him who died for us.

Remember, God is not firstly calling us to love Him but to know that He

loves us…. And from that position, our love for Him, and our love for others,

will begin to flow. So be open to God and ask Him to pour out His love

afresh on you ~ 1Thessalonians 2v12 ~ May the Lord make your love increase.

And allow the Holy Spirit to do His work ~ Romans 5v5 ~ God has poured

out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  Continue  to pray for one

another ~ Ephesians 3v16-19 (Message)  I ask him to strengthen you by his

Spirit…… that Christ will live in you as you open the door and invite him

in………. And I ask him that with both feet planted firmly on love, you'll be

able to take in …. the extravagant dimensions of Christ's love……. Reach out

and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the depths! Rise to the

heights! Live full lives, full in the fullness of God.

Extract from a message

 by David Jones 9th Mar 2008

It’s time to get an attitude ~
rooted in

NEW YEAR SEASON
Thank you to everyone who
prayed for our permanent
resident permit. We got word
just before New Year that this
has been granted, praise God! This is a true miracle! We are so
grateful to God. We can't tell you how great this is for people like
us to get a permit... only God could have done this! This will enable
us to plan long term and it also means we will not have to stand
in queues at the Government offices for weeks and weeks on end.

We should be able to continue to stay in Zimbabwe without further
problems for the foreseeable future, so this is a great start to the
year!

MINISTRY SEASON
We have had a difficult year especially in schools. The Government
is still trying to stop every outside influence in schools, especially
the Gospel message which has caused some schools to close. others
remain open and do not know what to do with us as we pay a large
number of school fees and if we don't teach we don't pay! Please
pray that we can continue to teach the thousands of children who
love to hear the wonderful story of our great God.

Orphanages continue to flourish, doors remain open and we are
seeking to expand this ministry outside Harare. With HIV/Aids
ravaging the population we have more and more dear children
destitute and dying. We are partnering with a number of clinics who
have outside funding and we have been successful in gaining
admittance to an anti retroviral programme for a good number of
our children, which will enable then to live much longer and have
a quality of life which would otherwise be denied to them. Pray we
get more children admitted to these programmes.

We rejoice in thousands of children who have professed faith in
Christ this past year. May they know Him in every area of their lives
and follow Him closely this season. We have given out over one
million tracts, half a million Gospels of John, 10,000 Wonder Books
and countless other literature.

NEW SEASONS
Inflation continues monthly with dire results for the population -
over 1000% since November. It is unreal! We don't know how people
are surviving. There has been no fuel in petrol stations for 2 years
(we are now importing from South Africa with a friend); there are
food shortages and people dying. Pray for God's intervention in every
strata and sphere of society in Zimbabwe, we need the Lord! Only
He can pull us through this dark season of trials and trauma which
everyone is facing - HE IS ABLE!

Thank you all who pray for us, support us financially and generally
are interested in this great work. May God cause this season of your
life to increase in every way. May you know His love, grace and
mercy everyday - we love you and thank God for you.

Mwari Garopa Fadze
Your Friends in Christ.
Alan & Dorothy Graham

Tracy Collins

The ROK community challenge at the new life
centre was a very successful event, after an
extremely busy weekend the room now looks
fantastic.

A big thank you to the following people who gave up their time to
help.

Phil, Michelle and Rebecca Grigg
Mark Richardson
Andy, Laura and Sarah  Kinson
Jane, Daniel and Jodee Sylvester
Martin Shaw
Joyce Kirkby
David Jones
Wendy and Beth Betts
Caroline and Abi Alderson
Alison Durrant
Nicola Riley

(Apologies to anyone I have forgotten to mention, it was a hectic
time)

Also we owe a very big thank you to the ROK employees who gave
up their whole weekend to bless us with their time and energy. These
people also worked really hard organising events within their
organisation to raise money to pay for our makeover.



Cinderella went to the ball....
and she had a wonderful evening!
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Just to let you know that we have been having some

great, informal times of praying and sharing together.

Each month we usually spotlight a lady & gent in the

fellowship, finding out a bit more of what they do and

pray for any specific requests – already we have seen

answers to some of these!!

Relationships are being built up as we share in smaller

groups and pairs and as people are encouraged to pray

– sometimes for the first time in public, a new confidence

and sense of community is rising!

On the morning time of prayer we join up with a faithful

band of prayer warriors, who have experienced God’s

amazing goodness over many years and can pray with

a faith that encourages our faith levels to soar!

All in all – if you haven’t been yet to any of these times

together – you don’t know what you are missing, so

keep your eyes peeled for the next times & dates, come

and share these special times with us!!

Prayer
 in the

Garage
Rachel Gallant

At 7.30pm on Saturday 8th March the first of 62
guests arrived at Hotel Elizabeth. Red and white
heart-shaped balloons floated over every table,
where the colour theme continued with napkins,
heart sprinkles, a sequinned bag of favours and a
red rose for every lady.
Every Cinderella glowed, dressed by their own fairy
Godmother, in beautiful evening dresses of every
hue, accompanied by handsome princes in dinner
jackets and tuxedoes.

A belief in God could lead to a more contented life, research suggests.
Religious people are better able to cope with shocks such as losing
a job or divorce, claims the study presented to a Royal Economic
Society conference.
Data from thousands of Europeans revealed higher levels of "life
satisfaction" in believers.
However, researcher Professor Andrew Clark said other aspects of a
religious upbringing unrelated to belief may influence future happiness.

This is not the first study to draw links between religion and happiness,
with a belief among many psychologists that some factor in either
belief, or its observance, offering benefits.

Professor Clark, from the Paris School of Economics, and co-author
Dr Orsolya Lelkes from the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy
and Research, used information from household surveys to analyse
the attitudes of Christians - both Catholic and Protestant - not only
to their own happiness, but also to issues such as unemployment.

Their findings, they said, suggested that religion could offer a "buffer"
which protected from life's disappointments.

Professor Clark said: "We originally started the research to work out
why some European countries had more generous unemployment
benefits than others, but our analysis suggested that religious people
suffered less psychological harm from unemployment than the non-
religious.

"They had higher levels of life satisfaction".

Purpose of life

Even though churchgoers were unsurprisingly more likely to oppose
divorce, they were both less psychologically affected by marital
separation when it did happen, he said.

"What we found was that religious people were experiencing current
day rewards, rather than storing them up for the future."

However, he said that the nature of the surveys used meant that
undetected factors, perhaps in the lifestyle or upbringing of religious
people, such as stable family life and relationships, could be the
cause of this increased satisfaction.

The precise contribution of religion to mental health remains
controversial, although there is other evidence that it does directly
improve happiness, said Professor Leslie Francis, from the University
of Warwick.

He said that the benefit might stem from the increased "purpose of
life" felt by believers.

He said: "These findings are consistent with other studies which
suggest that religion does have a positive effect, although there are
other views which say that religion can lead to self-doubt, and
failure, and thereby have a negative effect.

"The belief that religion damages people is still in the minds of many."

'Meaningless'

Terry Sanderson, president of the National Secular Society, which
represents the interests of atheists and agnostics, said that studies
purporting to show a link between happiness and religion were "all
meaningless".

"Non-believers can't just turn on a faith in order to be happy. If you
find religious claims incredible, then you won't believe them, whatever
the supposed rewards in terms of personal fulfilment.

"Happiness is an elusive concept, anyway - I find listening to classical
music blissful and watching football repulsive.

"Other people feel exactly the opposite. In the end, it comes down
to the individual and, to an extent, their genetic predispositions."

But Justin Thacker, head of Theology for the Evangelical Alliance,
said that there should now be no doubt about the connection between
religious belief and happiness.

"There is more than one reason for this - part of it will be the sense
of community and the relationships fostered, but that doesn't account
for all of it.

"A large part of it is due to the meaning, purpose and value which
believing in God gives you, whereas not believing in God can leave
you without those things."

Sourced from the BBC

The glamour was recorded by our own photographer.
An excellent dinner preceded the prize draw: who
would have thought that the bottle of wine would
be swapped for a pair of driving gloves!!
After dancing til midnight, princes and cinderellas
called for their coaches and horses to whisk them
home, amid requests to be sure to be united next
time.

Venue organiser: Shelley Foxon
Favours: Marie Munson
Table decoration: Carole Lake
Court photographer: Peter Jones
MC: Viv Games


