
Wiz Kidz has had a very busy term with the number of children 
on our books increasing from 56 to 74, this means that we 
currently only have a few afternoon sessions available. Future 
terms are also going to be busy as we have a good balance of 
children in terms of age range and we also have a growing 
waiting list for places.

We welcomed 2 new members of staff to our team, we have been very 
lucky to recruit Bethany Betts and Louise Dunn who are experienced and 
well qualifi ed and positive additions to our team. We must give a our 
thanks and best wishes to Nikki Riley our supervisor who is starting her 
maternity leave on 1st May, she assures us that she will defi nitely be back 
with us in the new year.

We have been in receipt of 2 grants from Early Years, one was a cash sum 
for equipment which has been spent on outdoor play equipment and the 
other was a touch screen computer and printer for the children to use.

This year we re-instated the Easter assembly which was put together 
by Wendy and Bethany with help and input from Joy and Pete. The 
resurrection was depicted enthusiastically by the children and staff and 
much enjoyed by the many parents who came to watch it.

We had a successful Red Nose Day this year, with many fund raising 
activities that raised £259, this would not have been possible without the 
enthusiasm and generosity of all the staff. We are also going well with 
our collection of Tesco schools vouchers, but many more will be welcome. 

We are starting some parent and child projects, the fi rst one being 
the creation of a healthy hanging basket (with tomatoes, herbs and 
marigolds) on 14th May. This is being done in conjunction with “Your 
Place“ on Wellington Street, who have germinated the seeds and are 
providing the venue for us. We have recived generous donations from 
Pennels Garden Centre, Wilkinsons and Homebase who have all helped to 
make this event possible. So far we have got 20 parents and 24 children 
signed up to attend.

Firstly, I wanted to thank all of you for your support 
throughout the last year, and the hard work that many have 
of you have contributed to the life of the church and in 
serving the wider community. We really do appreciate your 
faithful commitment and pray that God will graciously bless 
you and your families as we journey together in His purposes. 

It is a privilege to be part of a growing church where people are getting 
saved and going on with God. The reports contained in this month’s 
visibility will demonstrate what has been achieved and the outcomes 
of our work over the last 12 months. You will fi nd reports from each of 
our key activities and the benefi ts they have brought to those groups 
of people we aim to serve it also helps us ensure our aims, objectives 
and activities remain focused on our stated purposes..... Knowing Jesus, 
Making Jesus Known.

Following the merger of the Grimsby & Cleethorpes Free Church 
(working name New Life Christian Fellowship est. 1983) and the Vine 
Christian Fellowship NE Lincs (est. 1926) on the 30 October 2009 we 
transferred all the assets into the newly registered company, City Church 
(Great Grimsby & NE Lincolnshire) on the 31 December 2009. Both of the 
old charities, Grimsby & Cleethorpes Free Church and the Vine Christian 
Fellowship NE Lincs, were removed  from the Register of Charities on 5 
February 2010.  

A new register of ‘Associates and Friends’ of City Church was established 
and are cared for primarily through a network of small groups which 
cater for all ages.   

Several staff and volunteers are involved in the Befrienders & SOS 
projects serving the residents of NE Lincolnshire. Offering friendship 
to the lonely, and more intensive support in a time of crisis or distress. 
Both projects accept self-referrals and referrals from statutory or non 
statutory organisations. 

Our Wiz Kidz 35 place nursery and Toddler Time parent and toddler 
group provide much needed subsidised childcare within the deprived East 
Marsh community of NE Lincolnshire.
In partnership with the national charity Christians Against Poverty (CAP) 
the church established a CAP Centre (October 2010) within its Freeman 
Street premises, to offer hope and a solution to anyone in debt through 
its unique, in-depth service.

A number of courses have been run by the church, including; Alpha 
courses introducing Christianity to the general public and the Money 
Course, providing practical budgeting and money management advice.

City church continues to be an active member of Churches Together in 
NE Lincolnshire, Voluntary Action NE Lincolnshire and the East Marsh 
Offi cers Forum. Additionally the church is actively involved with the 
Local Authority Financial Inclusion Forum.

The church works closely with, and is involved in the management of, 
Christian Action & Resource Enterprise, a local charity that is dedicated 
to relieving poverty, hardship and distress often around housing issues.

In support of all these activities we have continued to develop our prayer 
and fasting base across the church. 

In addition to CAP, this year staff & volunteers from the Church have 
also been actively engaged in the setting up and running of some new 
initiatives:
• The NE Lincs Street Angels Project which operates in Cleethorpes on 
Saturday nights.
• A Friday night kids club called CC Fridays.
• A weekly children’s dance class called CC Dance.

The church continues to look beyond its immediate neighbourhood and 
supports a number of individuals, mission projects and churches in the 
UK and overseas.

Annual Review
By David Jones

Three years ago SOS was launched as a facility where 
church based help and support could be accessed in a time 
of crisis need. In those three years there has never been 
a time when as a church we have been engaged with one 
person or family, and on occasions we have been working 
with three “challenges” at the same time.

So what is SOS all about?  Its initials represent SPECIAL OUTREACH 
SUPPORT.

SPECIAL because is has its own distinctive values and way of 
operation which are founded on Kingdom of God values and 

principles.  We believe that all people are special and that as a sign 
that God loves them He will move hindrances and help them through 
crisis times.  In pursuit of this we have seen clear miracles

OUTREACH because we believe it to be a truth that “church exists 
for the benefi t of those who are not members”  SOS is City Church 
reaching out to all in need with the invitation “let us walk with you for 
a while and see what God will do about your situation”

SUPPORT because we will be there to lean on 24/7 and will be 
available to serve even at “unsociable” hours.

So we are continuing into our 4th year and hope that this year we will 
be able to establish a small team of people who share our heart so that 
the future work of SOS can be assured and its many burdens shared.

We are also sensing the need to open  a “drop in centre.”   In our 
premises..  Research shows that there is a real need for something 
in the early evening.  I think that a good name for this would be THE 
COVE which is literally A PROTECTED NOOK.  This contains the heart of 
what we will be seeking to offer.  A protected, safe place for a couple 
of hours each week where the lonely and others can meet together in 
an atmosphere of hope and love and where we can get alongside them 
relationally and be elder brothers and sisters or mothers and fathers to 
them..  If we can provide a positive uplifting atmosphere for a couple 
of hours each week and show the love of God and the hope that there 
is in Christ I believe that we can make such a difference..

Please get in touch with me if you would like to know more about 
being involved in SOS or in setting up “THE COVE” Ring  me on the SOS 
number- 07525928280  or email: rdavid481@btinternet.com

Street Angels are volunteers who 
patrol Cleethorpes in small teams 
on Saturday nights interacting 
with people on the street.  We are 
there between 9.30pm and 2.30am 
to be a reassuring presence; to 
care, to listen, to talk and to offer 
practical help.  We are there for the 

vulnerable. We feel it’s a priviledge to serve the community in this way.

Street Angels in N E Lincolnshire is a voluntary project co-ordinated by 
Churches Together in N E Lincolnshire with the support of Humberside 
Police, Safer & Stronger Communities, Voluntary Action Volunteer Centre.  
Jackie Fortune co-ordinates the project, assisted by volunteers and the 
management team which is made up of representatives from the various 
agencies.

Some of the ways Street Angels have helped during our fi rst 8 months • 
supplied lots of fl ip fl ops for women who can’t manage to walk in their 
high heels • issued bottles of water and wet wipes for folk who’ve been ill 
– staying with those who need support • collected discarded glass items 
and disposed of safely • called ambulances and police when necessary • 
helped visitors fi nd their ‘lost’ hotels • accompanied alone and vulnerable 
people to taxis • contacted friends or family • helped to diffuse 
potentially violent situations • alerted the CCTV to various situations 
• stayed with injured or ill people until the ambulance, friends or family 
arrived • given directions • spent time with folk • located ‘lost’ friends

We patrol in teams of at least three.  We currently have 14 committed 
volunteers. Please pray for more volunteers – We would love to have 
enough Street Angels to expand our cover to other nights. Interested? Why 
not join us for a taster one night? contact Jackie@nelcitychurch.org.uk
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On the whole, the setting up of Christians 
Against Poverty (CAP) in City Church has 
run smoothly and without too much trouble, 
however there is still more work to be done, 
to see it running at its full potential.

At a recent CAP conference in Bradford (HQ) John 
Kirkby (founder and international Chief Executive of 
CAP) referred to CAP as being “World Class” in its 
service, and I can only agree wholeheartedly with this 
as I experience how this amazing service is delivered 
miraculously at no cost to its users. This is truly a gift 
to the oppressed and disadvantaged in our society, A 
true example of how Jesus worked when he was on 
this earth. And what an fantastic privilege it is for City 
church to be part of. 

I have had the pleasure of seeing  clients relieved 
nearly instantly of the enormous pressure and worry 
that being in debt involves. There are now clients in 
Grimsby and Cleethorpes who are working within 
the CAP system and on their way to being debt free. 
Praise the Lord.

Unfortunately there are the disappointments when 
clients choose not to work with CAP, or do not co-
operate well and therefore are not getting the best 
out of the service, but this seems at the moment to be 
very rare.

As centre 
manager 
for 
Grimsby 
CAP, I 
have 
been very 
blessed in being able 
to tell people in their homes the wonderful news 
about Jesus, to share my faith and to pray with 
them. I have been pleasently surprised at my clients 
willingness and thankfulness to prayer and their 
openness in discussing faith. I am now hoping and 
praying for clients to take the next step and attend 
church and/or a church event, and eventually for their 
salvation. I invite the whole church to pray for CAP 
clients and their journey to salvation.

I have had some wonderful help from volunteers 
and have had several church members come out on 
visits with me in the capacity of Befrienders/support 
workers. I have a wonderful prayer team administrator 
who sets the agendas for prayer meetings, and 
wonderful prayer team members, however I could 
always do with more. 

With help from an amazing fund raising/client event 
leader we have a few client events and fund raising 
events coming soon. The success of these depending 
on the church getting involved.

Continued from front

To fulfi l all of our operational commitments across 
the charity in 2010 cost us £280,155 and our overall 
income for the year amounted to £281,285.

The favour of God, a dedicated staff, hundreds of 
volunteer hours from many of you, coupled with your 
generous giving have enabled the work, activities and 
infl uence of City Church to increase signifi cantly over 
the past year.  

Looking Forward
 
City Church operates many of its activities from its 
own property on Freeman Street in Grimsby but 
the premises are not suitable for congregational 
gatherings, this has necessitated the hiring of 
additional venues on a weekly basis.  We have been 
in the process of carrying out a feasibility study into 
the potential purchase of new premises that would 
facilitate the growing congregation at City Church 
and which would enable the weekly activities and 
provision of services to the local community to 

increase.  The Leadership team & Directors would 
value your prayers as they consider our next steps.

As we stated at the beginning of the year, we 
see 2011 as year of Development, which does not 
necessarily mean launching a raft of new initiatives 
but expanding, enlarging, and refi ning what we 
already do, by:
• Developing our personal & corporate walk with God
• Developing our personal & corporate infl uence
• Developing our personal & corporate voice

2011 could be the most exciting year yet, if we are 
willing to keep seeking God’s, presence, voice, wisdom 
and guidance. And, if we are obedient and bold 
enough to live accordingly.

I pray that you would be encouraged and blessed 
as you read through the reports and join with me 
in thanking God for His incredible grace and favour 
towards us.

Also don’t forget to join us for our annual 
presentation of accounts & reports on Thursday 5th 
May, 7.30pm at the City Church Centre.

When starting in the job of Centre Manager for CAP in city church, 
little did I know of Gods plans to bless me with another child, and now 
I will have to hand the reins over to Don Fortune to cover my maternity 
leave. Don is very excited about this opportunity and no doubt will do 
a fantastic job in taking CAP further, and will be very grateful for any 
offer of help in any way.

CAP money course
3 weeks   1day-a-week    2 hours sessions

Help with building a budget, taking control of your 
fi nances – a new way of looking at managing your money.
 
This March saw our 3rd Christians Against Poverty money 
course. The 3 Monday evenings sessions were designed to 
help us look at managing our fi nances – taking control of 
our spending, budgeting and giving peace of mind.  

Eight people signed up for the course which is not solely aimed at 
those in debt. Using the CAP booklets, viewing the DVD and the lively 
discussions made for an interesting and enjoyable time. The feedback 
was quite positive; everyone feeling encouraged and being confi dent 
that they can manage their fi nances better. Yes, it is only the start of a 
journey in fi nance management, but the forward planning makes those 
expensive times – car tax, unexpected expenses, birthdays, Christmas 
savings and holiday planning – far more manageable and less daunting!

We are aiming to be run a CAP money course every “school term” – 
summer, autumn winter and spring terms. Two people have already 
signed up for the next course so why don’t you consider putting your 
name down!

Thanks to a dedicated team of volunteers we have been able to create 
a user friendly atmosphere that brings the reality of Love of Jesus into 
people’s lives. 

Jesus wants to be passionately involved in every aspect of your life:
 28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will fi nd rest for your souls. 30 For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” Matthew 11 v 28 to 30

For more information please contact David Robinson or 
Steve Oaten.

CC Kids
Our vision is to see our 
children explore who Jesus 
is for themselves, to come 
to faith and be active for 
God.

We aim to give them 
opportunities to learn at 
their own pace, through 
fun and friendship. We 
offer a selection of learning 
environments and the 
children’s happiness and 
well being is important to 
us. 

With this in mind we 
request that all our team 

over the age of 16 are CRB checked and several of the them have 
safeguarding qualifi cations too.
We have a great team who work hard, giving their time and energy to 
work with the children. Without them, we could not give the support 
we currently offer. As a thank you, during last summer, the team went 
bowling and had a meal together.

We currently have approximately 50 children on the register and on 
average we can have anywhere up to 35 each Sunday morning. We 
run 4 groups to cater for all age ranges and we fi nd that we get to 
know the children better when we have smaller groups.  We have 
covered many subjects during the last year including a long series on 
the armour of God and another on Creation, interspersed with  Noah, 
Esther, Mothers/Fathers Day, Easter, Harvest and Christmas.

During 2010 we had several extra events. Firstly in March, there was 
the Family Challenge Night when families ate together and worked 
hard to solve the quizzes. In April we had a very successful Easter craft 
day with a mix of Crafts, activities and games. We had a good number 
attend.

Our Light party was again well attended and we had the opportunity to 
share the good news that Jesus is the Light of the world.
Our Christmas party was brilliant, we were expecting 16 children and 
actually had 36! Talk about the 5 loaves and 2 fi sh!
It would appear that our Shoebox Sunday has now become a tradition 
and the children were queuing up at the door in readiness to pack 
boxes. We achieved the grand total of 63 boxes in 1 hour. Hearing the 
children pray over the boxes at the end of the morning brought a lump 
to the throat!

CC Fridays
During 2010 we 
ran a group for 11 
years and up with 
the desire to act as 
a bridge from CC 
Kids on a Sunday 
to Youth on a 
Wednesday. This 
group was called 
the GFG’S (Going 
for God)  Following 
the success of 
the group we 
relaunched in 
September with 
our CC Friday 
groups, the GFG’s 
and a new group 
called JAM (Jesus 
and me) This is 
aimed at age 6 
years to 10 years.

We are getting some unchurched children to CC Fridays. This is a great 
opportunity to share Jesus with them and have fun together. Each 
Friday is preceded by CC Dance and we have seen the fruits of that 
some Sunday mornings.

Our hopes and dreams for 2011 are to see the children experience the 
Holy Spirit and to grow in their love of Jesus and His church. To offer 
more opportunities to socialise and build relationships. To strengthen 
the team and serve our families.

6 years and over 5.15pm

ages 6-9 6.15pm
ages 10-13 6.15pm

City Church Centre, Freeman Street, Grimsby

subs 50p and 50p(max) for tuck, email: joy.wooffindin@nelcitychurch.org.uk

or ring 01472 722149

CITYCHURCH
Great Grimsby & North East Lincolnshire

Prayer
Bible Stories
Activities
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Each Sunday morning
during the service

10.30 - 12am
 at Lisle Marsden School

0-13 years
Fun, friendship 

and learn about Jesus

Each Sunday morning
during the service

10.30 - 12 am
 at Lisle Marsden School

0-13 years
Fun, friendship 

and learn about Jesus

Contact Joy at

joy.wooffindin@nelcitychurch.org.uk

or telephone City Church Centre 01472 240071

To the UK & Beyond
Thanks to your generosity 
over the last year City Church 
has been able to support a 
number of individuals, mission 
projects and churches in the 
UK and overseas:

• Freeman Street Market stall 
project

• Simon & Kelly Cross, World 
Horizons (Nunsthrope), Grimsby, 
NE Lincs

• NE Lincolnshire Street Angels 

• Immingham Christian Centre

• Joe Gascoyne, Mattersey Bible 
College student

• Ground Level Network UK

• Naomi Gull, Urban Vision, Ilford, 
Essex

• Christians Against Poverty

• Johnny & Eliana Whyte, 
International Bible Training 
Institute, Burgess Hill, West Sussex

• Nick & Mim Ashley, World 
Horizons (Training), Llanelli, 
Carmarthenshire

• Shirley Hardy, World 
Horizons (Australia), Llanelli, 
Carmarthenshire

• Steph Jones, World Horizons (gap 
year), Llanelli, Carmarthenshire 

• Alan & Dorothy Graham, Jabulani 
Children’s Home, Harare, Zimbabwe

• Pastor Emmanuel Daleep, Alpha 
and Omega Church, Narowal, 
Pakistan

• Pastor Hashmat & Zenat, AOG 
Church, Peshawar, Pakistan

• Cash & Cathy Beveridge, 
Community Church of Caroline, 
Virginia, USA

• Tim, Linda Ng, Prison Ministries, 
Macau

• David & Dary Luz Taylor, Colombia 
Childcare UK, Colombia, South 
America


