
City Church has  a funny lot
 Some of the strangest Grimsby’s got!

David Jones whose dad comes from Wales
And big Hugh who recites some funny tales

 
John Games who supports Man U

But still as sane as me or you
Viv is John’s trouble and strife

But still the love of his life
 

Liz Gascoyne who dances and sings 
Oh what joy to Hugh’s life she brings
Anne Marie whose surname is Jones

Has to listen to the Pastor David’s moans
 

 Dave Robinson has  a heart of gold
When dealing with folks woes he’s brave and bold

Faithful Edith always by his side
Ever since she was his blushing bride

 
Pete Jones who sings and plays guitar

Could he be a Christian rock super star?
Erik whose dad came from Denmark

From whence came the vikings for a lark
 

We’ve kept the craziest ‘til the last
Little Billy from East Belfast

 Debby is his long suffering wife
It tis a wonder she hasn’t taken his life!!!

 City Church has  
a funny lot

A Poem By Billy McKittrick

Wiz Kidz nursery started a project back in January to grow from 
seed trailing tomatoes, herbs and marigolds so that children from 
the nursery with the help from their parents; could create their own 
hanging basket. This was made possible with help from Ann from “Your 
Place” on Wellington Street, who nurtured the seeds and hosted the 
planting event on Saturday 14th May. Seventeen 2 – 4 year olds and 
14 parents from the East Marsh attended the event. They learned how 
to sow seeds and take mature plants from pots and create their own 
hanging basket. They all went away with a good idea of how plants 
grow and they all promised to feed and water their baskets and are 
looking forward to eating the fruits of their labours.

This was a real community 
project and Wiz-Kidz manager 
Steve Small managed to secure 
generous donations from 
Homebase, Wilkinsons, Pennels 
Garden Centre and funding from 
Alan Burley from East Marsh 
Involve and from North East 
Lincs City Church. City Church 
set up the nursery for the 
community over 10 years ago, 
providing high quality, low cost child care. City Church is also an active 
member of the new “Community Neighbours” scheme which aims to 
identify and support the services required by the people living in the 
East Marsh area.

The gardening project typifi es what “Community Neighbours” is all 
about, getting community groups and services working together for the 
benefi t of young and old in the area whilst also raising environmental 
awareness.

There will be a follow up project in October when the hanging baskets 
will be recycled to provide a colourful winter fl owering arrangement.

Parent & Toddler 
Community Gardening

1: Weedkiller – can be 
dramatically effective in the 
short term, but may also 
damage other things growing 
nearby, and be pretty deadly for 
the ground too.
2: Hoeing – persistent 
hoeing may keep most weeds 
at bay, but won’t deal with 
the ‘root causes’, so when you 
have a bit of a break, back they 
come.
3: Uprooting – this will get 
rid of many weeds, but will 
need constant vigilance as new 
weeds are always on their way. 
Still won’t always deal with 
deep rooted weeds.
4: Careful consideration 
– if you understand what the 
weed really is, and why it is 
growing where it is, then you 

can recognise how 
to deal with it.
Some weeds grow because the 
ground lacks nutrients.
Some weeds grow because the 
ground has been left bare.
Some weeds grow because they 
have a deep root.
Avoid spiritual weeds by:
Ensuring the ‘soil’ is properly 
cared for and nurtured.
Ensuring that there is plenty 
growing in your soil, there 
aren’t empty patches.
Recognising the deep rooted 
weeds and digging deep to 
get them out, get help where 
needed and be vigilant in case 
they return.
Once you know what is causing 
the weed to grow, it can be got 
rid of.

Soul Gardener’s CornerSoul Gardener’s Corner
How to deal with spiritual weedsHow to deal with spiritual weeds

The Apostle Paul writes to Timothy (1Tim 1:6-7)  
6..... I remind you to fan into fl ame the gift of God, which 
is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7For God 
did not give us a spirit of timidity, (or fear), but a spirit of 
power, of love and of self-discipline.   

So often we settle for less than God’s best for our lives because 
we fi nd it diffi cult to fi lter our life through anything but our own 
mistakes and shortcomings. The challenge is to learn to fi lter our 
lives through the plans of God instead of our own past (fears 
and failures).   Instead of concentrating on the past and being 
dominated by it, ask yourself this question, “Just what would I do if 
I was not afraid?” 

If your answer is anything different from what you are currently 
doing now, then congratulations, you have just fi gured out 
something that the devil fears..... Your potential in Christ and a life 
of faith. 

Fear causes discomfort, pain, and for many it paralyses them into 

a life of compromise because they fear the unknown consequences 

of a courageous life. Everyone wants the fruits of courage but few 

people want to embrace the changes that we so often have to 

make to get there. 

Joshua had a great spiritual father, but he could not borrow or 

duplicate the courage that he witnessed in Moses’ life. Joshua had 

to fi nd his own courage. In the beginning of Joshua’s exploits God 

encouraged him four times (Joshua 1:6,7,9 & 18) to Be strong and 

very courageous. Later in chapters 10 and 23 we fi nd Joshua telling 

the people to be courageous. Joshua found his courage to take up 

the responsibility of a faith fi lled life and his desire was that the 

people fi nd theirs as well. 

Joshua knew that only a life of courage could lead to the fruits of 

God’s fulfi lled plan.  

Don’t let fear extinguish you or Gods plans for your life!

WHAT 
WOULD YOU 
DO IF YOU 
WERE NOT 
AFRAID?

By David Jones
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By John Games
Chris Tomlin, the 
internationally known 
worship leader who works 
with Louie Giglio and Matt 
Redman in the USA based 
Passion Network, based in 

Atlanta Georgia, working primarily into the 
Universities of the United States.

Chris has written several well known worship songs 
such as, ‘How great is our God’ ‘Indescribable’ ‘Your 
grace is enough’ ‘Glorious’ and many more.

For me i have found the songs that Chris writes a very 
helpful aide in expressing my heart’s desire to worship 
in song and his songs cover the breadth of life’s 
experiences and emotions.

Chris’ latest album is called  ‘And if our God is for 
us’ the lead song being based on the well known 
verse from the landmark passage in Romans ch 8 
v28 – 39. A song celebrating the power and strength 
of our Lord. The song ‘I will follow’ is an expression 
of commitment to follow where the Lord is leading 
and in my opinion is absolutely brilliant!! Other songs 
encourage us to exercise faith, focus on the majesty of 
our Lord and the power in the name of Jesus.

The fi nal song in the album is called, ‘Awakening’ 
and expresses the desire to be awake to the leading 
of the Holy Spirit and light of God today. It just is an 
amazing song.

Go on give yourself a treat and buy or download this 
great album from an inspirational worship leader, you 
will not b disappointed.

By Viv Games

Most people presume that Chris Bowater’s Worship 
Academy is for church worship leaders, key board players, 
guitarists, drummers and singers in worship groups.  I’m 
none of these, although I sang in the worship group in 
our charismatic Anglican church in Stoke, and have been 
part of the Grapevine choir.  When I came to Grimsby, I 
believed the Lord was asking to me to be a worshipper in 
the congregation, rather than ‘at the front’, and I have 
tried to be obedient to that call.

The website, www.worship-academy.com, explains that ‘Worship 
Academy is about leading people through a course on Biblical music, praise 
and worship in the context of history and the contemporary church’.

I bumped into Sara Bowater, daughter of Chris, at a meeting at the 
opening of Retford Baptist Church in 2009 and out of the blue she said, 
‘You ought to do Worship Academy: we need creative people like you!’  
That suggestion lodged in my heart, but the time wasn’t right.  Then at 
Grapevine 2010, our good friends Steve and Cecilia Brown from Morpeth 
were on duty on the Worship Academy stand in the exhibition and it 
was natural to chat to them.  They were very encouraging, so I talked 
it over with John, with Andy Granger and Rachel Gallant (they’ve both 
completed Worship Academy), considered the pros and cons, prayed and 
discussed it with David Jones.  It’s not a cheap course, and it involves 
residential weekend commitments every two months over two years, plus 
reading and various assignments.  I believed the Lord was encouraging 
me to go ahead, and was successful in getting a place.

On 17th September 2010, I arrived at Cliff College, Calver, set in glorious 
Derbyshire scenery, not sure what to expect.  I certainly wasn’t prepared 
for sharing a room with two ladies I didn’t know! but Chris encouraged us 
in his fi rst talk that we would make life long friends of our ‘roomies’ and 

we’ve been mutually supportive over the last eight months.  It was very 
exciting to be launched off by the fi rst guest speaker, an international 
conductor of symphony orchestras, Gerben Grooten, who is Arts Centre 
Director for Francoise van Niekerk’s church in Hatfi eld, South Africa!! 
I am on Worship Academy 9, and the weekends and occasionally 
talks, are shared with Worship Academy 8, completing their second 
year.  The weekends are very intense, we have to do work at home, 
including reading, refl ecting and developing our contribution to a group 
presentation for the end of the year.  I am writing poetry, painting and 
using fabric to refl ect what the Lord is saying to me.

The website goes on to say, ‘It is also about ‘building people’ – taking them 
on a journey to experience their full worth and identity, helping people to 
discover their position and potential and release them into a full expression 
of wholesome gift and character into the complete worshipping life of the 
Church, ministry, worship team and mission, ensuring that they carry a 
strong sense of God’s favour on their lives, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, 
affi rmed, equipped and empowered’.

I had no idea when I started that I would be going through restructure, 
interview, redundancy and early retirement, but the Lord knew.  Nearly 
everyone in my small group at Worship Academy is going through major 
change of some kind, some of it not so pleasant.  Our response to this, 
and to Worship Academy, is not theoretical, but spiritually practical.  Our 
group work is a response to Psalm 63, which starts with this verse: ‘You, 
God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being 
longs for you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water’.  It goes 
on to say ‘Because you are my help, I sing in the shadow of your wings’.  
We are proving this in our individual pilgrimages.

If this has stirred something in you, why not have a look at the website, 
and have a chat.  Perhaps the Lord is prompting you to apply for Worship 
Academy 10!!

we’ve been mutually supportive over the last eight months.  It was very 

Worship 
Academy

CEILIDHCEILIDH
Friday 24th June
7pm 
St Giles Church Hall
Bring your own 
refreshments £8

Raising funds in aid of Raising funds in aid of 

CD REVIEW - ‘And if our God is for us’ by Chris Tomlin

“He was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before its shearers is 
silent, so He opened not His 
mouth.”  Isaiah 58 v 7

Isaiah had a two-fold vision of the 
Lord.  Writing earlier in the book of Isaiah he reveals-  
“In the year that King Uziah died, I saw the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, the train of 
His glory fi lling the temple.  His courtiers, unable to 
behold the splendour of His ever-blazing throne, veil 
their eyes.  The door posts move at the cry, Holy, Holy 
Holy”

Such is our God.  A consuming fi re.  Dwelling in light 
unapproachable.  One glimpse of His glory compels 
men to cry “Holy, Holy, Holy”  “Woe is me for I am 
undone”

Yet in Isaiah 53, the prophet presents us with an 
entirely different vision of our Lord.  He is seen as a 
humiliated God, the Creator being led to the shearing 
post by his fallen creation.   The Infi nite becoming 
subservient to the fi nite.   The One in Whose hand 
all power and authority is held is helpless, led as a 
powerless lamb to the slaughter, held in the shearers 
grip as He is shorn.

Isaiah saw our shorn God.  The Lord of Glory led from 
pillar to post by sinful and cruel men.  He faced the 
shearers without complaint. When He was reviled, he 
did not answer back  When He suffered, He did not 
threaten.  As He was being nailed to the cross, His 
only cry was “Father forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.”

That such a day should dawn when our Creator would 
be crushed, mutilated, torn, beaten, displayed naked 
for the world to see, is a fact which beggars the 
brightest and sharpest of human intelligence.

But such a day did dawn.  Glorious truth! Filled with 
mystery and wonder.  “His Name shall be called 
Wonderful” Full of wonder is His glory, but even more 
wonderful the fact that the Immortal actually died a 
shameful death, stripped of all dignity, stripped of all 
glory, stripped of all help causing Him to cry “My God, 
My God, why have You forsaken me!”

The Bible says that no matter how hard you try to 
gain the favour of God, you will fail miserably.  But 
here is the good news.  When Jesus was shorn of His 
all at the shearing post of Calvary- He was doing it 
for you!  When He gave His Life and shed His blood 
He purchased the right to clothe you forever with His 
righteousness for time and eternity.

Once you have been “clothed” with the righteousness 
of God which is obtained through faith in the Lord 
Jesus, you will never be “unclothed” throughout time 
and eternity..

Cease from your own endeavours to earn God’s smile 
and favour.  Turn towards the Heavenly Father like 
the prodigal son, who knelt before his father crying 
“Father I have sinned”

If you will take this simple step in sincerity and faith, 
you will fi nd that God is waiting for you-waiting to 
receive you as a beloved forgiven son.  Turn to Him 
now, He is waiting to say BRING FORTH THE BEST 
ROBE AND PUT IN ON HIM.

Man’s Shorn God.
By David Robinson

I was thinking about going to the World Horizons 
conference but wasn’t sure. When Shirley Hardy came to 
church to preach I really felt I should go so I booked in!

Then I thought it would be great to have someone to go with so I texted 
Sarah Howard and she agreed to come with me! Whilst there we attended 
a global journeys seminar all about the different trips that were happening 
this year we ended up in a group discussing about the Mekong River trip 
and by the end of the conference I said I wanted to go to Cambodia! Then 
after we got back Sarah said she wanted to come too! The Mekong River 
trip will consist of 5 teams praying simultaneously along the Mekong River 
which runs through the 5 countries. So there will be teams going to Tibet, 
China, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam.

We are going to be part of the Cambodia team. World Horizons describe 

Cambodia as largely Buddhist, poor, smiling, 
hurting, developing- Cambodia is all these. It 
has a tragic recent history, yet amazing work 
has evolved in partnership with local churches. 
The Mekong fl ows right through the capital 
Phnom Penh and in the fl ood season it even 
causes a tributary river to revere its fl ow. The 
Cambodia team will join in the simultaneous prayer in various locations 
along the river and will also get a chance to see the various nation building 
projects such as small businesses, children’s work and educational projects.

This will be my fi rst mission trip and I have always wanted to go on one. We 
both haven’t felt a particular calling to Cambodia or feel that we are great 
prayer warriors or anything but we both felt a desire to go and we are sure 
that God has a plan and a purpose for us going! We are excited to be part 
of this adventure!

Mission to Cambodia By Ellen Beckett


