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ALPHA INVITATION

Littlefields Restaurant
Littlefield Lane, Grimsby

Guest Speakers

David & Sarah Bell

Including buffet meal
Monday
18th January
7.30pm start
Tickets £5

William (8illy) Wilson

Congratulations to
Tracy and Dean!

MY

I've been going to church for most of my life, mainly
Church of England, and considered myself to be a
Christian. Then | met my husband Phil and he made
me realise that there was more to this ‘church’
business than | thought.

| went on an Alpha course in 2000 to try to find out a bit more and
realised | hadn't been a Christian all these years after all, I'd just
gone to church. There's a big difference.

At that time | made a commitment to God and even got baptised.
But because | was still a baby in the Lord there was so much that
[ didn't understand and instead of asking for help and getting
someone to explain things to me in simpleton terms, | just carried
on going to church and 'switched off. So my faith became more
and more stale. Eventually | didn't feel like | had any faith at all.

When it was announced that an Alpha course would be starting in
September, my ears pricked up! I thought 'maybe I'll go on that' but
didn't say anything to anybody. The Alpha supper with Henry Olonga
as guest speaker was fast approaching and still | hadn't made a
definite decision. The day before the supper | was sat in church and

| received a prompt from God that | needed to go on the course. This
prompt came in the form of a free pen from Barclays bank which |
was writing notes with that had the message on it saying 'take one
small step’ Phil and | went to the supper the following evening and
the very next week started the course.

There weren't many of us on the course, there was Laura, Dom,
Michael, Sandra, myself and a few others that came and went
throughout the course. Right from that very first night though,
friendships were forged. Everyone was so friendly.

Some weeks we'd watch the Nicky Gumbel dvd and other weeks
we'd have a real live speaker.

Y

| started going to the Sunday services led by City
Church in Grimsby about a month before | was given
the opportunity to go on an Alpha course.

| decided to go on the Alpha course as | had a few personal

issues going on in my life. | thought if | explored and believed in
Christianity it would make it easier to overcome the obstacles in my
life knowing that God would always be with me no matter what |
was going through. | was apprehensive at first about going on an
Alpha course, but a friend who | met through going to City Church
said that she would come with me, therefore it was at that point

A week that sticks out to me is the

week Viv spoke about ‘does God heal

today?' Viv had been asking God for

personal things to pray for. God told

her of a problem with someone's eyes

and a pain in the foot, but not the sole of the foot it was higher up.
Viv stepped out in faith not knowing if any of us would respond to
having these symptoms. Well, | was the foot! I've had problems with
the top of my right foot for a long time, | vaguely remember injuring
it years ago and it was undecided if one of the small bones was
broken, this causes me quite a bit of pain at times, especially when

[ walk. | was very brave and told Viv and the other people in our
group that it was me that has the foot problem (the eye problem
was in the other group). All of our group then laid hands on me and
prayed, Shelley had the pleasure of laying hands on my foot! | felt
real warmth in my body and when everyone had finished praying all
the pain in my foot had gone. Sometimes | can be a bit of a doubter
so since that night I've tried moving my foot into different positions
but haven't had a flicker of pain!

Last week we had a celebration evening to mark the end of the
course were we was treated to a banquet cooked by Ann, followed
by cakes, chocolates and even champagne upstairs.

Alpha has made me think about things a lot more and shown me
how to read the Bible in a relevant way.

I'd like to thank all the team that helped make Alpha so enjoyable,
Pete, John, Ken, Shelley, Kim, Tanya, Sarah, Steve and all the people
that cooked for us every week.

The next Alpha will be starting in a few weeks time so if any of you
are thinking about whether or not to do it, I'd say go for it, ‘take one
small step’ like | did, you won't regret it.

that | decided to take the plunge and go and give it a try which |
did.

Doing the Alpha course was the best decision | have ever made in
my life and | cannot believe what a difference it has made in me.
| feel | understand more about Christian faith now and feel | have
missed out in this opportunity by only just having done the course,
but now | am walking along the path which God has made for me.

If anybody asks me about the course | say to them without any
hesitation, go and give it a try it is fantastic, you are missing out on
a remarkable opportunity.



