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By David Jones

He is Risen ~ Good News for you

1Corinthians 15:13-14  Paul argues, If there is 
no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 
has been raised.  And if Christ has not been 
raised, our preaching is useless and so is your 
faith.

The Good News is ....... that Jesus is 
alive..... He is risen

It looked like bad news despite the fact that 
scripture and Jesus Himself testified to His 
crucifixion and resurrection, when His crucifixion 
was imminent, in the garden of Gethsemane, his 
disciples fled.  When the events of Thursday & 
Good Friday were taking place things looked very 
different and they gave up on him.  

We have to ask what changed the disciples from 
being cowards, before the crucifixion, to get the 
courage to die for what they believed. It doesn’t 
add up unless the resurrection is true.  

Obviously something took place, and that 
something was that Christ rose from the dead, 
proving that He is the promised Messiah and 
God.

He is Risen ~ Hope for you

Often when the word hope is used it is in a 
vaguely optimistic manner: We hope the sun 
is going to shine, we hope that Grimsby Town 
will get back into League division 2, we hope 
the economy is going to improve.  Perhaps we 
hope that one day we will win the lottery and 
all our financial worries will be over!(I am not 
advocating this!)

That kind of hope, often use in today’s culture, 
is totally different to the Hope the bible talks 
about.
 
Romans 5:3-9 (NCV) we know that troubles 
produce patience. And patience produces character, 

and character produces hope. And this hope will 
never disappoint us, because God has poured out his 
love to fill our hearts. ..........  When we were unable 
to help ourselves, at the right time, Christ died for 
us, although we were living against God. ....... But 
God shows his great love for us in this way: Christ 
died for us while we were still sinners. So through 
Christ we will surely be saved from God’s anger, 
because we have been made right with God by the 
blood of Christ’s death. 

He is Risen ~ Resurrection for you

John 5v28   A time is coming when all who are 
in their graves will hear His voice and come out – 
those who have done good will rise to live, those 
who have done evil will rise to be condemned 

This month it is 99 years since the Titanic sank 
after hitting an iceberg on its maiden voyage in 
Apr 1912. The newspapers of the day printed two 
columns; “Those known to be saved” & “Those 
known to be lost”

James Cameron, writer & director of the film 
Titanic (1997) said ‘The Titanic is a metaphor for 
real life ~ we are all on it’

Jesus told his disciples not to rejoice that spirits 
obeyed them but rather that their names are written 
in heaven.  Luke 10:20

Paul talks about his companions and fellow 
workers as ~ Those whose names are written in the 
book of life  Philippians 4:3

If you don’t do anything else this Easter; ensure 
your name is in the book of life……….Embrace 
the Truth ..... He is risen. And if you are sure your 
name is in, then rejoice.

1Peter 1v3-4 Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and into 
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade – 
kept in heaven for you.

Roy Todd
An Evening withEaster

&You
By Tracy Abbott

When I was asked if I would write a piece on the 
above event I did not know how I was going to begin 
or what I was going to say because the event was a 
very personal thing to me. 

During the evening I remember feeling very apprehensive about 
how or what may happen during that time as I had never been 
to anything like this before.  However, after entering the room I 
realised this was where I needed to be and can honestly say what 
a blessing the event was for me.  

I had been struggling with how I felt about a lot of things in 
my life and truly wanted things to change, but how?  I knew 
that I could not do this on my own so when the invitation to 
commit to Christ was mentioned I just knew in my heart that 
this was what I needed and most of all wanted to do.  I cannot 
really express in words how I have felt since that evening.  I 
can honestly say for sometime that I have felt an emotional 
mess and life has not been how it should have been, I have a 
wonderful job, a beautiful home and I am truly blessed with a 
lovely family, however, this had not been enough.  How selfish 
I have felt because I know that I am blessed and should be 
thankful, but I still felt empty.  

I listened to Dave Bell and thought what an inspiration he was 
to everyone in that room, to open up and share his story of 
his cancer and how God was with him every step of the way.  I 
wondered how anyone could not want this feeling in their life. 

So when Roy invited people to the front to be prayed for and 
ask for healing I really did not know what to do but a little voice 
in my head kept telling me to go. I remember it feeling a bit of a 
battle because of not knowing what would happen. I remember 
Roy saying not to ask for anything, but let God decide on what 
it was that was required, which I did.  I felt nervous going to the 
front and did contemplate not going, however, I did and since 
that night I have felt different! How? 

Well more content, loved and no longer suffering pain in my 
abdomen, which I have had practically everyday since last July, 
I had  finally gone to the Doctor and am awaiting tests, but can 
honestly say that I have had no pain since that night and feel 
so much more relaxed in what I am doing.  I do not feel such an 
emotional wreck and feel that I can let my guard down, which 
has also been a very difficult thing for me to do. 

Most of all I realise that all I had to do is ask God into my life 
and no-matter what the future holds he will never desert or 
leave me. What a true blessing to have such a loving God and all 
I had to do was ask him into my life.

I’m backpacking the 190-ish miles of the Alfred 
Wainwright-devised Coast to Coast walk from St Bees 
Head on the Irish Sea across to Robin Hood’s Bay on 
the North Sea, and expecting it to take 13 or 14 days 
- weather, fitness and retention-of-sanity permitting!

I’m looking to try and raise money in an equal 50/50 split for two 
different charities, The Fire Fighters Charity and Lifewater. 

The Fire Fighters Charity provides vital support services to fire 
service personnel and their families when they need it most.  The 
Charity’s three specialist centres across the UK offer firefighters the 
help they need to recover from injury, surgery or illness, so they can 
get back to their job of saving lives.

Lifewater donates simple and highly effective water purification 
kits to families, schools and local communities across the world, 
both in domestic emergencies such as following earthquakes and 
floods; and in Third World aid, saving thousands of lives by simply 
giving them access to clean and safe drinking water.

Further information can be found on their websites: 
www.firefighterscharity.org.uk and www.lifewaterkits.org.uk

Why these two?  I’ve never needed the services of The Fire Fighters 
Charity and hopefully never will, but I know people who’ve been 
on the receiving end of the excellent service they provide and been 
assured its of the highest quality.  Lifewater (an arm of Watchmen 
International, is a UK-based Christian charity) had a stand in the 
Expo at Grapevine last year and ran a competition to win some of 
their kits.  I was one of those who won, so I’ve seen the potential 
and the benefit of these kits, though my usage was out of curiosity 
while walking around the Lakes last year, rather than anything 
life-saving!

If people would like to sponsor me and raise money for these two 
causes, then please find my page at 
www.virginmoneygiving.com/GaryPearson

By Gary Pearson
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